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For the sake of those who grow rich in body and poor 
in soul by it: 
For the sake of those who grow poor in body and poor in 
soul by it: 
For the sake of those kept poor in body and poor in soul 


y it: 
For the sake of the fathers unfathered by it: 
For the sake of the mothers unmothered by it: 
For the sake of the children orphaned by it: 
For the sake of those made murderer-adulterer-thief- 
outcast by it: 
For the sake of the flag it dishonors: 
For the sake of the God it crucifies: 
Let it die, 
Lay it in the grave, 
Cover it with the earth, 
Then, 
With the millions you have freea, 
Arise and truly sing— 
Of Liberty! 


—From “Little Adventures With John Barleycorn,” New York 
Association for Improving the Condition of the Poor. 
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{Our Question Box is not a forum for discussion. 
It aims to give only the information asked. Hence 
in answering questions we do not throw open the 
department for their discussion. If you cannot ac- 
cept the answer given, all right—that is your priv- 
ilege, but we cannot enter into further discussion. 
We have neither the time nor the inclination for 
such debate.—Ep1Tor.] 


810—Are the Three Salvations the Same? 


Question—Since the writer of the Epistle to the He- 
brews is writing to Christians, is the salvation men- 
tioned in Heb. 2:3, the same as that mentioned in 
John 3 and Acts 2? 


No doubt it is possible to discover some 
shade of difference in the thought as pre- 
sented in these three passages, but in Heb. 
2:38, the reference is clearly to salvation 
from sin—the sin of neglecting the Savior’s 
offer. Then in John 8, where the new birth 
is discussed, it seems necessarily with a 
view to entering into eternal life, and that 
is practically being saved from the sin of 
unbelief. Then in Acts 2, three thousand 
souls were won from darkness to light and 
added to the Church. It must also have 
been salvation from sin, and therefore I con- 
clude that the three passages bear upon the 
same salvation. 





S811—The Question Box Man Called to Account 


Question—I have been much interested in your an- 
swers to questions 783 and 786 in your ‘Question 
Box” Department. But your answers leave me with 
more questions. Will you kindly give me, either 
through the “Question Box,” or privately, the follow- 
ing information: 

1. You say that ‘The men who collected the books 
of the canon of Scripture knew by their fruits 
that these messages were divine.” 

(a) Who were these men? 
(b) What were the books they collected? 
(c) When was the collection made? 

2. You use the expression, ‘““We Protestants have 
made no mistake in authorizing the canon of 
Scripture which we use.” 

(a) Who are the Protestants who authorized 
the canon? 
(b) When was the canon authorized? 

8. You say that the Protestant canon “was not 
dependent upon the will of man,” “not even 
upon man’s intelligence.” You also say that 
“The character of the writings and their fruit- 
fulness for good in human life afford full proof 
of their inspiration of God.” 

(a) How can these things afford a proof, 
unless they appeal to man’s judgment? 

(b) How can men judge of these things with- 
out intelligence? 

(c) Then how can the making up of the canon 
be independent of man’s intelligence and 
judgment ? f 

These are not put forth as “catch questions,” but 
as a basis for a real study of the subject involved. 
Now that the question has been raised in the columns 
of THE HERALD, it is worth while going to some pains 
to get the truth—O. W. Powers. 


1... (a) “Who were these men?” They 
were the leaders among the people of God 
in the age in which they were called to act. 
The law, or the first five books of the Bible, 
we know were considered authoritative, if 
we may judge from 2 Kings 22:8, 18, 
18, 19; Neh. 8:8; Daniel 9:2; Zech. 7: 12. 
The historical, poetical, and prophetic books 
were added at later intervals, under the 
supervision of the Jewish Church. That 
Jesus regarded these books as authoritative 
seems clear from the fact that He so fre- 
quently quoted from them. The canon of 
the Old Testament was closed according to 
Josephus about the years 465-425 B.C. This 
point may be disputed, but hardly disproved. 

(b) “What were the books they collect- 
ed?” First the books of the Old Testament, 
among them several Apocryphal books, or 
books which later came to be regard- 
ed as not entitled to a place in the 
being judged by their charac- 


canon, 








ter and fruits. These, in the course 
of time, were eliminated from the canon, 
till to-day, and for some hundreds of years, 
we have only the present list, completing 
the canon of the Old Testament from the 
Protestant standpoint. 


(c) “When was the collection made?” 
For the Old Testament, at various periods 
prior to the beginning of the Christian Dis- 
pensation. This seems clearly indicated by 
the frequent quotations and endorsements 
made in the New Testament from, and of, 
Old Testament books. We cannot quote 
from a book which does not exist, nor would 
Jesus quote from a book which was of 
doubtful authority. 


2. Here you attribute to me a primary 
statement, when at best what I said was 
said in an effort to restate Inquirer’s posi- 
tion. However, I believe this secondary 
statement will stand the test of the facts. 
While the canon of Scripture was largely 
formed before the day of Protestants, as 
such, yet the Protestants completed the 
canon by the elimination of a number of 
books known as Apocryphal, till we have 
the Bible as it is known among Protestants 
to-day. No book has been taken from, or 
added to, the Bible, since the rejection of 
the Apocryphal books, which were really 
never fully accepted in fact. 

(a) “Who are the Protestants who auth- 
orized the canon?” They were the leading 
men and their associates in the early 
Church, such as Origen, Athanasius, Greg- 
ory of Nanzianzen, Cyril of Jerusalem, 
Isidore of Pelusium, Constantine, Eusebius, 
Jerome, Augustine, and men associated with 
them in the great councils of the early 
Church. It might be claimed that these 
were not Protestants at all. True enough, 
for the term Protestant was not then in use 
in this restricted sense. The part that 
Protestants, as such, have had in the forma- 
tion of the canon was very largely the elim- 
ination of the Apocryphal books, accom- 
plished mainly since the days of Martin 
Luther and his associates. 


(b) “When was the canon authorized?” 
Josephus is quoted as regarding the canon 
of the Old Testament as closed with 
Malachi, let us say near the latter part of 
the fifth century, Before Christ. Others fix 
the date as near the beginning of the Chris- 
tian era. 

As to the canon of the New Testament, it 
is safe, we believe, to say it was closed at 
least during the fourth century (and pos- 
sibly earlier), because Athanasius, who 
died in 878 A. D., knew the New Testament 
as containing the twenty-seven books we 
now have. 


8. In your third point, my statement is 
garbled. I did not say that the (formation) 
of the Protestant canon was not dependent 
even upon man’s intelligence. What I did 
say was this: (The canon was not depend- 
ent) “even upon man’s intelligence, apart 
from the character of the writing,” (italics 
added) “since not man’s judgment, but the 
character of the writings and their fruitful- 
ness for good in human life, afford full 
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proof of their (the Scriptures) inspiration 


of God.” That is a very different thing 
from the statement attributed to me, in 
which it is made to appear that I repudiated 
the value of human intelligence—a thing I 
never had a thought of doing. I am not 
ready yet to do such a foolish thing. 


(a) “How can these things afford a proof, 
unless they appeal to man’s judgment?” I 
gladly answer: They do it by appealing to 
man’s faith in God, his judgment cooperat- 
ing in the act, of course. I remember 
hearing one of our ministers say he would 
not accept anything (in the Bible) which 
did not appeal to his reason, or judgment. 
Of course, that is a key-note of the higher 
critics—they seem to put their judgment 
above the inspired and revealed will of God, 
as given to us in the Bible. The final 
authority for canonicity of the Scriptures, 
as a matter of fact, rests not with higher or 
lower critics, but on Christly and Apostolic 
authority, or their endorsement. They were 
the chosen agents of the Holy Spirit and 
their authority rests on the miracles done 
by divine power. If the miracles were true, 
that is proof of divine inspiration and pow- 
er, in the production of the miracle and in 
the recording of the same. If one is divine, 
the other is, the two standing as a final test. 
It may be this is why the higher critics re- 
ject not only an inspired book, but the gen- 
uineness of miracles, for if the miracles, 
stand, then the Word presenting them 
must also stand. The Bible will triumph 
over higher criticism and all its enemies. 
Has not God said: “The Word of the Lord 
endureth forever?” 


I have read of a man who took your im- 
plied view of this matter. He would not 
accept anything in the Bible which did not 
appeal to his judgment, and so he proceeded 
to take his penknife and cut out of the 
Word of God the things which did not suit 
him. We may read of this man and his 
work against the Bible in Jeremiah 36: 23. 
He was probably one of the earliest of high- 
er critics. He not only cut out of the Bible 
that which did not appeal to his judgment, 
but, to make sure of its destruction, what 
he cut out, he cast into the fire. Suppose 
the men of to-day, who propose to reject 
the portions of the Bible which do not ap- 
peal to their judgment, should destroy what 
their reason rejects, would that end these 
portions of the sacred Word? Nay! Je- 
hudi’s work did not end the things he cut 
out and burned, for the Lord inspired Jere- 
miah to rewrite them. Read Jeremiah 
86: 25-32. It is folly for even the higher 
critics to try to destroy God’s Word—they 
cannot do it any more successfully than did 
Jehudi. The Bible has stood fierce opposi- 
tion throughout its history, but its enemies 
have never yet battered through this Gib- 
raltar of Grace, and they never will, and 
for the reason, the eternal God is taking 
care of His Word, as He has done from the 
beginning, notwithstanding its enemies. No 
matter how vehemently man declares that 
his judgment is superior to the Word of 
God, it will not prove true—it never has, 
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it never can. Man’s wisdom may be very 
great, but it can never stand superior to 
the wisdom of God. Under God, man’s 
judgment can never equal faith—a God- 
given faith. We suspect the reason so many 
of the higher critics repudiate the super- 
natural in Christianity is because these 
things do not appeal to their judgment, but 
they ought to remember that God’s ways are 
not man’s ways—that His ways are higher 
than man’s ways, and so it is not surprising 
that many things in the inspired Word of 
God do not appeal to human judgment in 
and of itself. Read Isa. 55: 8-11. 


(b) “How can men judge of these things 
without intelligence?” They cannot—I nev- 
er said they could. My statement was not 
quoted correctly. As it is given, I am made 
to say such a foolish thing, but I did not. 
Man’s capacity for intelligence is the gift of 
God, for wise and holy purposes. To say, 
or to believe to the contrary would be very 
unsafe. I am sponsor for no such thought. 

(c) “Then how can the making up of the 
canon be independent of man’s intelligence 
and judgment?” I did not say it could be 
so made up. What I said was that the char- 
acter and fruitfulness of the Word of God 
was the basis upon which man’s judgment 
accepted books for the canon of Scripture. 
Apart from the character and fruitfuiness 
of the Word of God for good in 
human life, man’s judgment would have 
been unable to make sure of the can- 
on, and I still maintain that. We 
believe our brother is a man of too much 
intelligence to follow to its legitimate con- 
clusion his implied purpose to accept from 
the teachings of the Bible only that which 
appeals to his judgment. If the Bible must 
be made to conform to every man’s judg- 
ment before it can become a standard of 
Christian thought and conduct, then its 
authority and power would be lost, as so 
many men and women would make it, as a 
standard, to conform to their own ideals— 
then there would be no Bible standard, but 
man’s, for the judgment of so few would 
agree, thus vitiating practically all authority 
in the Christian life and service. Such a 
course would leave every man a rule unto 
himself, with his authority superior, in his 
own estimation, to that of the Word of God. 
That would mean veritable and terrible an- 
archy in the.Church of God on earth. Un- 
der such conditions even social service 
would hardly be possible, as every 

man would be a law unto himself, 
with no authority for cooperation for 
the good of all, each going in his own way. 
That would be well nigh absolute anarchy. 

Since the questions above were sent in, 
the following have also come from the same 
author: 

Question—In your answer to question 191, you say 
that “the date, name, and literary character of a 
book of the Bible have nothing to do with the in- 
spired truth of the Book.” If this be true (as I 
grant), why do you insinuate that one who gives his 
attention to such things is a doubter of the genuine- 
ness of God’s Word? 

You also say: ‘‘Can you tell me why a man should 
seek the things pertaining to divine truth which In- 
finite Wisdom has seen fit to withhold?” What proof 


have you that Infinite Wisdom has seen fit to withhold 
the facts concerning the date, authorship, and liter- 
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“Earnestly Contend for the Faith Which Was 
Once Delivered Unto the Saints.”—Jude 3. 


ary character of the Bible? According to your state- 
ment, given above, you claim that these things are 
in nowise essential to the authenticity of the Bible. 
Do they, then, pertain to divine truth? And if God 
has endowed man with reasoning power, and if by 
the use of that reason he is able to discover the facts 
concerning the date, authorship, and literary charac- 
ter of the Bible, how can you say that these things 
are “withheld?”—O. W. Powers. 

You are mistaken as to the number of the 
question. Perhaps you mean 791. You 
wish to know why I insinuate that one who 
gives his attention to such things (as date, 
name, and literary character) is a doubter 
of the genuineness of God’s Word? I have 
not done so. If you can prove that I have, 
by producing my language to that effect, I 
will admit I have made a mistake and beg 
your pardon. While I am not aware 
of having insinuated that one who 
tries to find out the name, date, and 
literary character of any book of the 
Bible is necessarily a doubter of the 
genuineness of God’s Word, yet, if you will 
charge me with making an insinuation of 
that kind against those who dispute the 
divine inspiration of the Scriptures, who 
repudiate the supernatural in Christianity, 
who declare that many of the Bible miracles 
are not true, some going far enough to deny 
the resurrection of Jesus, and to utterly re- 
pudiate many parts of the Bible, declaring 
it is made up in part at least of 
fiction, or myths, or folk-lore of ancient 
peoples, then I will admit I am guilty of 
making such an insinuation against that 
class of men, but not otherwise. These 
are some of the main issues in high- 
er criticism -which are most objection- 
able, against which thousands of learn- 
ed men stand with the firmness of a stone 
wall. While the date, name, and literary 
character of a book are not necessarily 
essential to revealed truth, these things may 
be abused so as to make them seem to op- 
pose the truth and so confuse the Bible 
record, as men see it. 


When the name, date, and specific liter- 
ary character of a book in the Bible are not 
given in the inspired matter of the book, I 
regard it as withheld, so far as inspiration 
is concerned. Nevertheless, it is true if a 
book of the Bible gave no hint of its name 
or date, no higher critic can be sure of his 
facts in producing name and date—the best 
he can do is guesswork, based on some hu- 
man speculation. That is what I meant by 
that statement. 


Again you ask: “And if God has endow- 
ed man with reasoning power, and if by 
the use of that reason he is able to dis- 
cover the facts concerning the date, author- 
ship, and literary character of the Bible, how 
can you say these things are ‘withheld?’ ” 
Your question seems to evade the point at 
issue. The objectionable and dangerous 
things in higher criticism are not matters of 
date, name, and literary character. You 
might not agree with me at all as to either 
of these points in any given book of the 
Bible, but our differences therein would give 
no occasion, under ordinary circumstances, 
to doubt such an one’s loyalty to the teach- 
ings of the Bible, but permit me to repeat 
that when a man denies the divine inspira- 











tion of the Bible, repudiates the supernat- 
ural in Christianity, rejects many parts of 
the Bible, declines to accept many of the 
miracles of the Bible, as true, even refusing 
to accept the truth of the resurrection, de- 
claring that the Bible is unreliable in many 
of its statements, as many of the higher 
critics do, then I do question seriously the 
loyalty of such a man to the Bible, no mat- 
ter what his human learning may be. It is 
plainly a case of a man setting up his judg- 
ment against the wisdom of God, as re- 
vealed to us in the Bible. There is a place 
for man’s judgment in the consideration 
and decision of great questions pertaining 
to revealed truth, for God speaks to His 
people in at least five ways: 


By the inspired Word. 

By the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
By our own best God-given judgment. 
By God’s providential leading. 

By His creative acts. 
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When these five agree, we may be sure we 
are right, but when they do not agree, we may 
be sure error is somewhere in the midst. So 


man’s judgment has a place in understand- 
ing God’s ways, but it is subordinate—not 
independent. Isaiah said the wisdom of the 
wise should perish—Isa. 29:14. Did not 
Paul say: “Hath not God made foolish the 
wisdom of this world?” (1 Cor. 1: 20). And 
did not the same apostle tell the Corin- 
thians that their “faith should not stand 
in the wisdom of men, but in the power of 
God?” (1 Cor. 2:5). Some wise men of this 
generation think they are very wise, even 
to the point of disputing the Bible, at least in 
many of its statements, but God will remain 
true, even though doing so should make His: 
enemies falsifiers. If possible, more tham 
ever, I feel like standing with Paul whem 
he says, “For the preaching of the gospel 
is to them that perish foolishness; but unto 
us which are saved it is the power of God.” 

But why need I quote Scripture to mem 
who claim the right to reject all passages 
of the Word of God which do not appeal to 
their judgment? God’s Word will stand 
first in authority in the divine life, now and 
always. Man’s judgment must be in 
harmony with it, or man’s judgment is 
wrong. Is it not far more likely that man’s. 
judgment in spiritual matters is wrong than 
that God’s judgment is wrong? 

Is it incredible that God should speak His: 
thoughts to man for spiritual enlightenment 
through His own chosen agents? Even man 
can speak his words into a phonograph and 
the instrument responds by reproducing not 
only the thought, but the least modulation 
in the voice. And may not God speak His 
thoughts to the people by revealing His 
mind through the Spirit and the Word? 
If God is Life and Light and Love 
(as He is), why might He not make 
Himself known to His own? Surely He 
could, but did He? Yes, and He: 
did it accurately, for LOVE constrained. 
Him—He speaks for the edification and en- 
richment of the lives of His people. Then: 
why is the inspiration of the Scriptures an: 
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incredible thing? It is not incredible. It is 
most reasonable, reasonable that God should 
speak to His own in His own way. 
In conclusion, let me say: 

called out to answer 
I have made an _ hon- 
est attempt to do so. If the answers 
are acceptable, I am glad. If they are not 
acceptable, those interested are under no 
obligations to accept them, and that ends 
the matter. Having answered, as best I could, 
nineteen questions touching the daring, 
but as I believe, mistaken, claims of higher 
criticism, we now dismiss the matter, at 
least for the present, leaving our readers 


Having been 
certain questions, 


to decide for themselves whether they 
are ready to abandon the grand old 
Book, the Bible, or to stand by it, 


as man’s God-given Guide-book, given to a 
lost world to enable the people to find their 
way back to God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. As for me and my house, we propose, 
God helping us, to stand by the BOOK to 
the end of the journey. 


DID YOU EVER THINK OF IT IN THIS 
WAY? 

Mr. J. Campbell White, fer years the 
leader in the Laymen’s Missionary Move- 
ment, and now a college president, says: 
“When a man begins to amass wealth, it is 
a question as to whether God is going to 
gain a fortune, or lose a man.” How true! 
Not mary men have been able to possess 
both Christ and a fortune at the same time. 
In many cases, when prosperity comes in 
at one door, Christ is shut out at another. 
How blind we mortals be! When fortune 
comes our way, then of all other times, we 
need Christ to keep us from going astray 
because of our riches, which ere likely to 
pecome a snare to the everlasting interests 
of the soul. If you are getting rich in this 
world’s goods, see to it that God gains to 
His Kingdom the addition of a man of 
means who will lend a helping hand for the 
Kingdem, and remember, if God loses a man 
in your case, that you have lost infinitely 
more than all your money can ever be worth 
to you. When God gives one of His children 
money, it is that He may become the more 
useful and so lay up in heaven the best 
fruits of the earthly life in great abun- 
dance. If you are getting rich, be careful, 
or you may lose all. 


URGENT NEEDS OF OUTLYING FIELDS 


Notwithstanding the many cheering items 
of news that come to us from the waste- 
places of the world, telling of the victories 
of the Cross, yet the world is so large that 
many of these fields have not yet been even 
touched, while in many others the work 
done has been so small that it shows hardly 
at all. 

We read that not long ago a Christian 
worker in Buenos Aires, on going out one 
day, asked the first twenty persons he met 
on the street what they knew about the 
Bible. These twenty persons represented 
six nationalities and only fifteen knew noth- 
ing whatever of the Bible, and only three 
had read any portion of it. Surely that 


country needs missionaries and many of 
them, that these people may be taught of 
the Christ and find salvation in Him. 
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We read that in Egypt there are now 
only 285 missionaries at work, and yet 
there are 12,000 villages and sixty towns in 
which no representative of Christ has as 
yet gone with the glad good news of salva- 
tion. The population of Egypt to-day is 
reckoned at. 14,000,000 Moslems and 1,000,- 
000 copts. While we do have much good 
news from China, India, and Japan, yet it 
is overshadowed by the blackness that 
creeps out on us from other sections which 
are still in the depths of heathen darkness. 


The Church of Jesus Christ most certain- 
ly ought to take courage and press on with 
its missionary work in the lands of dark- 
ness, since the news which has come to us 
thus far, in the main, is most cheering. The 
fact that so much of the country which has 
not been touched by the gospel ought to 
stimulate use to dare and to do far more 
than we have ever done in the past, 
that this same gospel, so rich in blessing for 
a lost world, might have a chance to include 
all the nations of the earth, but this can- 
not be done except by the united labors of 
the people of God, that they who are sitting 
in darkness may see a great light, and, 
flocking to it, be saved through Jesus Christ, 
the power of God unto salvation to every 
one who believes the glad and good news 
of redeeming love. 


CHEERING NEWS FROM THE EAST 

We had an acquaintance once in North 
Carolina, who asked after the welfare of 
the Christian Church. We informed him 
that generally it was doing well. Then he 
bluntly said: “I am very sorry to hear it.” 
As you may easily guess, he was a member 
of another body of Christian people, and he 
was sorry to hear that we were doing well, 
because, believing his denomination was 
right, he was sorry to hear that one propa- 
gating error, as he believed, was doing well. 
He was at least candid, but seemed rather 
selfish—he wanted all the success for his 
own people and all the failure for those who 
did not agree with him and his. 
people were absolutely correct in their views 
and our people had been absolutely wrong 
in their views, then he might have been jus- 
tified in taking that view. 

This incident is recalled by news from 
Japan. It is said that the editor of Japan’s 
greatest weekly gives it as his opinion that 
Buddhism will last only another generation 
or two. Even Count Okuma is quoted as 
declaring that Christianity alone can sat- 
isfy the present longing of the people. Like 
our North Carolina friend, we are very 
glad to hear it—glad that Buddhism is so 
nearly to the end of its vitality and that 
Christianity has reached a place, even now, 
where the Japanese can find no other relig- 
ion to satisfy them. We feel justified in 
taking this position, since as between Chris- 
tianity and heathenism, we are certainly 
desiring the best things for Japan and the 
world. The triumph of the Christ in Japan 
is a brilliant foreshadowing of the turn- 
ing of other parts of the world, the heathen 
world, to Christ, and of course we are glad 
to see the gathering of the world to march 
under His banner. Indeed the news from 
the Orient is most gratifying. Who can 
say that the present disturbed state of the 
world may not be used of God for the 
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breaking down of the barriers of sin which 
stand between Jesus and a saved world? 
Surely the nations are yet to be given to 
Jesus, as His promised inheritance, and the 
surrender of Japan to His banner may be 
but the signal for the day when the king- 
doms of this world may become the King- 
dom of our Lord and His Christ. 


A WONDERFUL INCREASE 


Ten years ago the Churches of North 
America, we mean the Protestant Churches, 
were giving $6,200,000 a year for foreign 
missions, but last year these same Churches, 
together with new ones added and old ones 
resuscitated, gave the magnificent sum of 
$19,600,000 for the support of the preach- 
ing of the gospel in heathen lands. That 
looks as if we are beginning to hasten the 
coming of the Kingdom. Now, let us be 
sure to keep our individual experiences up, 
even with our giving of money, and then 
we shall see great prosperity at home, as 
well as in the foreign field, and the glory 
of the Lord will appear to men as covering 
the earth. Let us take courage and move on 
to a better life and a better service. The 
two go together. Let us not think of sep- 
arating them, for the one without the other 
puts the work of the Church in a lopsided 
condition. Both together become a mighty 
power in driving sin and darkness and 
Satan out of the hearts of men and out of 
the churches. 


CRITICISING MISSIONARY WORK 


It is easy to criticise, but it is not easy 
to criticise justly. We hear now and then 
men and women criticise the methods of 
work in heathen lands. What do they know 
about it? Not enough to justify a word of 
complaint. We have just read of a church 
in West Africa which in a single year re- 
ceived 4,074 members. The first impulse is 
to say in taking in so many some will come 
in who are not worthy. Well, what if they 
do? Now and ther our own churches at 
home, in receiving a few members, get in 
a number of culls. This church in West 
Africa had kept the 4,074 members on trial 
for two years, seeking to make sure that 
they were genuinely converted. When did 


your church ever take such care to make 
sure its converts were genuine? 








Mentienings 


*** Some one has said: 
tion is the first law of nature.” 
another adds: “Self-sacrifice is the first 
law of grace.” We believe both are true in 
a certain sense and well worth remember- 
ing. 


*** The Northwestern Christian Confer- 
ence of Indiana is having prepared a short 
history of the life and work of Rev. S. Mc- 
Neely, who only a few months ago was 
called from labor to reward. We shall look 
for the appearance with real interest, for 
Brother McNeely was a most useful man 
and did a good work in his day and genera- 
tion. 


“Self-preserva- 
To this 
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*** An active church member is a helpful 
neighbor. 


*** Rev. H. G. Tovey, Cynthiana, Ind., is 
in Texas in a large union tabernacle meet- 
ing at Stamford. Burke and Hobbs are the 
evangelists. Brother Tovey leads the sing- 
ing. 

*** Attention to business means thrift. 
Attention to your spiritual interests means 
thrift in grace. Try it. Suppose we gave 
half as much attention to religion as we 
do to money-getting! 


*** Rev. J. W. Barrett has resigned the 
pastoral charge of the Christian church at 
Lewisburgh, Pa., as we understand, much to 
the regret of the church. He is open to en- 
gagement elsewhere. 


*** Did you read what Dr. Cameron had 
to say in our last issue on The Study of the 
Lord’s Coming? If so, did you find any flaw 
in his argument? Then, tell us what the 
objection or the flaw may be. 


*** Judge William M. Turpin, of Rich- 
mond, Va., is dead. We were in college to- 
gether in the “seventies” of the last cen- 
tury. He was one of the finest characters 
we ever met on a college campus. We mourn 
his departure. 


*** Dr. O. W. Powers, we understand, 
will soon issue a new book on Evangelism, a 
subject to which he has given not a little 
attention. It will be published by The 
Christian Publishing Association, Dayton, 
Ohio, containing 90 pages; price, 75 cts. 


*** We wish our New England friends 
may avail themselves of the opportunity to 
represent their church work in THE HERALD. 
Rev. R. G. English, Amesbury, Mass., is the 
correspondent for New England—send items 
of church news to him, and do not forget 
to do it. 


*** Sunday is not rightly observed in 
the home where the children hate to see it 
come.—E. Brown. Nevertheless, if some 
church members were compelled to observe 
it according to Christian principles, we be- 
lieve many of them would hate to see the 
coming of the Sabbath, and that, too, means 
something wrong. 


*** We have too much of class hatred. 
One class of people hate another class not 
for good reasons, but because they do not 
appreciate the facts involved. To remedy 
this evil two things may be well and wisely 
used: 1. Let rich men find out how poor 
men live. 2. Let poor men find out how 
hard rich men work. That is good advice 
for all classes. 


*** Let us repel error, but let us not for- 
get that our very life as Christians depends 
upon our union with Christ—it is only 
when in living union with Him that we 
have power even to repel error. A meek 
submission to error cannot help any man, 
but a personal union with Jesus will give us 
the power to resist evil and error, and at 
the same time, proclaim the truth. 
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*** The editor of The Methodist Prot- 
estant suggests that the devil is pleased 
when he sees a hypocrite recite the Apostles’ 
Creed. That is no doubt true, but what 
does the devil do when he sees a man on 
his knees studying the Scriptures and 
pleading for mercy? He trembles. 


*** Rev. H. E. Rountree, Portsmouth, 
Va., has tendered his resignation as pastor 
of the Washington Street Christian church 
in that city. This makes another opportu- 
nity for some church to get a pastor. If 
we make no mistake, this is his third pas- 
torate in the course of his ministry, showing 
that he stays well. He is yet a young man 
and full of vigor. 


*** How many active church members 
ever thought of this fact in this way? Some 
one says: “The man who is doing little or 
nothing to help to support missions is hin- 
dering God’s work in his own heart.” 
Active work tends to awaken interest, just 
as a sluggish interest tends to render less 
conscious, and a man who is not conscious 
of his interest cannot possibly maintain it 
long. 


*** We wish to direct special attention 
to the notice of the Seaside Chautauqua at 
Virginia Beach, which begins now in a very 
few days. A mere glance at the statements 
made will reveal to the reader something of 
the rich treats which are in store for those 
who attend. Turn to last issue and read 
for yourself. Dr. Denison, the President, 
and Prof. S. M. Smith, the Secretary, are 
both doing all they can to make the occa- 
sion successful and memorable. 


*** We have received a copy of The 
Church, the Pillar, and Ground of the 
Truth, by Rev. John Franklin Burnett, D. 
D., Secretary of The American Christian 
Convention, a book containing 166 pages 
and neatly bound in cloth; price $1.00 post- 
paid. It is published by The Christian Pub- 
lishing Association, Dayton, O. It is written 
in Dr. Burnett’s well-known style and is, so 
far as we have read, a very interesting dis- 
cussion of a theme vital *o ine people of 
this day. When we can finish the reading 
of it, we shall give it a review. 


*** The Christian Union Quarterly, Rev. 
Peter Ainslie, D. D., editor, Baltimore, Md., 
has been improved and enlarged. It is de- 
voted to the interest of all the followers of 
Christ. Dr. Ainslie is a minister in the 
Disciple Church, but his position, as we 
understand it, is really very much nearer 
the platform of the Christian Church. Dr. 
Ainslie and the men associated with him 
seem to be making an honest effort to bring 
about the union of all the followers of 
Christ. We wish him great success. His 
first great task, as we see it, is to bring the 
people of his own brotherhood to a true 
union basis. This he must do, or he will 
most likely find himself drifting away from 
his Church, or his Church will be found 
drifting away from him. We believe Dr. 
Ainslie is prepared to enter into union with 


> 


< 





SGM, 








all true Christians, regardless of mere mat- 
ters of human opinion. Are we right, Dr. 
Ainslie? The Christian Union Quarterly 
seems singularly clear of anything savoring 
of sectarianism. This Quarterly is well 
worth your reading. 


*** Through a note from his daughter, 
Miss May F. McReynolds, bearing date of 
June 27, we learn of the death of Rev. N. 
Del McReynolds, which sad event occurred 
at his late home in Bellefontaine, Ohio, on 
Tuesday, June 26, 1917, after many months 
of enfeebled health. The funeral was held 
at the home on Friday, June 29, conducted 
by Rev. Henry Crampton, Eaton, Ohio. The 
interment took place the same afternoon at 
Urbana, Ohio. Brother McReynolds was 
for many years a leading spirit in the 
Miami Ohio Christian Conference. He also 
served as president of Franklinton (N. C.) 
Christian College for several years. A suit- 
able sketch of his life and labors, we trust, 
will be prepared for our HERALD columns. 


*** The editor of THE HERALD spent last 
Sunday with Rev. E. D. Hammond and his 
congregation at Genntown, a short distance 
from Lebanon, Ohio. We were met in Leb- 
anon by Bro. Hammond and Miss Louise 
Drake, who took us in her carriage to Genn- 
town. The day was beautiful and the occasion 
which called the people of Genntown, Beth- 
any, and Fellowship together was an all- 
day service, given primarily and specially 
at the request of Mr. Herbert C. Hoover, 
Washington, D. C., seeking to arouse an in- 
terest in conserving the food supply. In 
the morning a visiting brother preached on 
The Mission of the Church in Time of War. 
In the afternoon Brother Hammond spoke 
on The Food Question, taking as the basis of 
his remarks the incident in the ministry of 
Jesus, where He fed the five thousand. He 
spoke of Christ as a Producer, as a Distrib- 
utor, and as a Regulator. He then commend- 
ed to the people the wisdom of an earnest 
effort to take care of the food supplies now 
while we have them, especially because the 
nation is facing a great crisis, the needs of 
vocrich no man can fully foresee at this time. 
The singing was very good, spirited, and 
appropriate. The day was a very pleasant 
one and the services we trust were also heip- 
ful. Brother Hammond is pressing the 
fight against sin with vigor and actively 
seeking the establishment of the Master’s 
Kingdom in the hearts of the people. Genn- 
town is a very strong church and capable of 
great usefulness. At the close of the after- 
noon service, Dr. Keelor, who had left his 
busy practice in Lebanon to come out and 
give assistance in the music, took me to 
Lebanon in his auto, but when we reached 
the station the traction had been gone two 
minutes. Then we had to wait two hours 
and a half to get home by the steam car. 
Well, waiting of that kind is a good test of 
patience, a virtue we all need to take care 
of and encourage. Many thanks to the 
friends who so kindly cared for us and for 
tha privileges of the day, and; above all, to 
God for His goodness and keeping power 
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SERMONETTE 


A LESSON OF FIDELITY 


“Thy people shall be my people and thy 
God my God.” (Ruth 1: 14-22) 


Poor Naomi had come to grief. Ten years 
before she had left the land of Canaan be- 
cause of a famine there, to sojourn in the 
land of Moab. Then she was a happy wife 
and mother. Now her husband and sons 
were dead. Then the famine had only come 
to the body, now it had struck the heart. 
It is pretty likely to do so. If you wander 
from Canaan in search of greater earthly 
advantages or go from home in search of 
better spiritual pasturage, the almost cer- 
tain result is soul poverty. Sooner or later 
you will find yourself a stranger in a 
strange land. But how many are constant- 
ly doing it! The minister is dry, prayer- 
meetings are thin and dull, spiritual inter- 
est is at a low ebb, there is a famine in the 
church, and Elimelech and Naomi say, “We 
will not go any more; we will go to some 
other church; we will go over into Moab.” 
Church people are continually seeking bet- 
ter feeding ground. But there is no better: 
feed than the plain word of God—the basis 
of all real knowledge—all true philosophy 
—all vital religion—it is Eternal Truth. 
Many of the world’s greatest thinkers have 
drawn their inspiration from the Bible, and 
it will forever be the dearest fountain of 
thought. But it must be kept pure or it 
loses its power. It was the transforming 
effect of the gospel that redeemed the phi- 
losophies of Greece and Rome from ruin. 
Are there no systems of thought to-day that 
need safeguarding? Would not a little more 
of the gospel, a little more of the spirit of 
Christ be an improvement to the practical 
working of German kultur? 

“Then Naomi arose with her two daugh- 
ters-in-law, that she might return from the 
country of Moab.” When trouble comes we 
are always in a hurry to get out of Moab. 
Then our thoughts turn to Canaan and our 
heart yearns for home. If you stay there 
you will be there when it comes. If you 
cannot stand a famine at home, what will 
you do when it overtakes you in a strange 
country? And not only had Naomi come to 
grief, but her going to Moab with her two 
sons had brought grief to Ruth and Orpah 
—they lifted up their voice and wept. Do 
you realize that if you forsake Canaan and 
ally yourself with the children of Moab, you 
are almost sure to bring them sorrow? 
Canaan and Moab alike suffer by those who 
straggle in time of famine. Both daughters- 
in-law started to go with her on her return, 
but she advised them “to return each to 
her mother’s house.” 

And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law. A 
kiss is a good thing if its impulse be pure. 
It is the touch that completes the circuit of 
two souls and sets them athrill with the in- 
tense magnetism of love. It is the honey- 
dew of the gods—the nectar of heaven— 
“the earthquake of the lips,” born of the 
internal convulsions of the heart—“love’s 
great artillery.” It stimulates, agitates, in- 
toxicates, electrifies—it leaves a sweet, in- 
spiring, lasting impression. “A kiss from 


my mother made me a painter,” said Ben- 
Many a life has been made 


jamin West. 


successful, many a wreck averted by the 
kiss of affection. Many a day has been 
made bright and balmy, full of sweet emo- 
tions, hopeful purposes, strong resistance, 
by the morning kiss of wife or mother or 
sister; many a day has been made miser- 
able, weak, rayless, disastrous from want 
of it. Many a man floats a wreck upon 
life’s tide, reels shamelessly through our 
streets, revels in our brothels, despairs in 
our prisons, dangles from our gibbets, who 
might have been saved by a kiss. 


“No one to kiss me,” might be written as 
an explanatory epitaph on the tombstone of 
many a stranded life. The statement is 
laconic—and Orpah kissed her mother-in- 
law. The sound of her kiss died away 
among the hills of Moab and awakened no 
echoes. The mountain “faun” returned to 
her native haunts to sink into oblivion. 
Just one kiss is the sum total so far as the 
record goes. Such is the end of those who 
put the hand to the plow and then turn 
back. Doubtless, if Naomi could have given 
her another husband she would have stuck 
by her, but she could promise nothing and 
so—she kissed her. There is a touch of 
pathos in the thought that she went back 
to her people and unto her gods, but who 
were her people and her gods? Idolaters 
the one, and false the other. It is well to 
cling to your people and your religion if 
they are right, but not if they are wrong. 
If you start for Canaan and Jehovah, it is 
no virtue to turn back to Moab and Che- 
mosh, however dear their associations. 
There was an evident lack of solidity of 
character. She was a type of those im- 
pulsive people who are lavish of affection 
when the sun shines, but kiss you good-by 
just when you need them most. They love 
you, but with a calculating love open to the 
logic of expediency; with a pleasant love, 
but which has none of the abandon of the 
spirit of sacrifice. When the test comes 
they return to their old attachments. 


“But Ruth clave to her.” That has a 
different ring to it. There was weight of 
character that gave spiritual cohesion— 
sticking quality. She was a “stand by”— 
one to be trusted in time of need, when the 
desert is to be crossed and dangers multi- 
ply, when patient endurance is called for, 
when spiritual backbone and muscle are 
needed. She was a type of those Christians 
who “cleave” to Christ with a steadfast 
purpose to do His will whatever the cost. 
As a rule they do not make much show of 
affection—they have little time for kissing 
and palaver; they go to their work in a 
matter-of-fact way that attracts little at- 
tention, but they develop resistless power. 
The tides of the ocean come creeping in 
with scarcely a sound or a ripple, but they 
lift the navies and the commerce of the 
world, while the hillside brook, with its 
splutter and splash, hardly evolves power 
enough to turn the toy wheel of the school- 
boy. So these Christians buoy up the 
church and float the race on to higher des- 
tinies. They meet every suggestion to turn 
back with the determined words of Ruth, 
“Whither thou goest I will go,” and sing 
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with hearts and hands and feet, as well as 
with their lips: 
I will follow Thee, my Savior, 
Wheresoe’er Thy lot may be; 
Where Thou st I will follow, 
Yes, my Lord, I’ll follow Thee. 


Ruth was the great-grandmother of Da- 
vid, and David and Solomon were just such 
grandchildren as we should expect such a 
grandmother to have. Blessed are they 
whose springs of being rise in such an an- 
cestry—whose life-channels have been dug 
generations before they were born! If you 
would have a David the only sure way is 
to begin with his great-grandmother. And 
remember that there are many Davids yet 
to be born, and if you would be one of their 
great-grandmothers you must be a Ruth. 
Begin now to dig the channels which shall 
determine the directions in which the life 
currents of your posterity shall flow. Be 
sure your Obed has a good mother, and the 
chances are that Jesse and David and 
“great David’s greater son’’ will follow, and 
if they do not it will not be your fault. 
Here is a chance for you to win a noble 
prize. 

We are exceedingly glad that Ruth be- 
came one of the ancestors of Christ. It 
makes you and me blood relatives of His 
and gives us all the natural as well as the 
adoptive right of heirship. Which are you 
—which will you be—Orpah, impulsive but 
purposeless, regaling yourself upon the 
spiritual sweetmeats of Christ’s love, but 
refusing to stand: by Him in the hour of 
need—a spiritual butterfly, flashing in the 
summer sunshine, but leaving Him to plod 
alone through the frost and snow of win- 
ter; or Ruth, the “Rose of Moab,” growing 
more beautiful and fragrant as the centu- 
ries come and go—true and steady, strong 
of will and spiritual fibre—a comfort and 
a help—a beacon light for all time, a queen 
for all eternity—a kissing Christian or a 
working Christian? In the light of the se- 
quel of this story, under the focus of its 
powerful inspiration, may you resolve to 
stand by the Master, whatever the sacrifice, 
it involves, that Ruth’s immortal words to 
Naomi shall be your words to Christ: “En- 
treat me not to leave thee or to return from 
following after thee; for whither thou goest 
I will go; and where thou lodgest I will 
lodge; thy people shall be my people, and 
thy God my God; where thou diest will I 
die and there will I be buried.” Such fidel- 
ity is a great help to the cause of God and 
brings an everlasting reward. It is a sig- 
nificant fact that this great war is giving 
to religion a more sober and serious aspect 
the world over, and inspires to hope that 
our Father may bring greater good out of 
it than we have dared to hope. There are 
increasing evidences of a growing sense of 
the brotherhood of man and of nations, a 
clearer conception and a greater desire for 
a real democracy the world over, a clearer 
understanding of the intent, the selfishness, 
and the merciless spirit of autocracy—a 
deeper loathing for it and a more fixed hos- 
tility to it. And I feel sure that there is a 
growing purpose to make the world better 
—“‘a new heaven and a new earth”’—and 
the worship of God purer. 

Is this Naomi? they inquire. No won- 
der they ask the question. She went out 
young and beautiful, now she was old and 
faded. Ten years in Moab will age you 
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more than twenty in Canaan. “Godliness 
is profitable to all things’’—to body as well 
as soul. She went out Naomi—happy, 
cheerful, lovable. Is this Naomi? No, it 
is not. It is Mara—full of sorrow, regret, 
bitterness. If you would retain your iden- 
tity and your joy, stick to Canaan, famine 
or no famine. No man finds or retains him- 
self save in Christ. 

“I went out full and the Lord hath 
brought me home again empty.” Canaan 


ae. 


JESUS AND 


is a full place—‘My God shall supply all 
your need.” 

Moab is an empty place. The devil is a 
thief and a robber—he will soon clean you 
out. But the Lord brought her home again. 
Oh, what a way He has of hunting up His 
prodigals! In the beginning of the barley 
harvest—you will always find a harvest in 
Canaan, and the gleanings of the barley 
fields of Canaan are better than the full 
crops of Moab. C. A. TILLINGHAST. 
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THE WORLD 


Thoughts Presented by Miss Ada Eickmeyer at First Church, Dayton, Ohio, 
in Prayer-meeting 


Christ talks to His disciples, telling them 
that He is to leave and what they are to 
expect from the world—“You know that it 
hated me before it hated you.” He also 
tells of the Comforter and His work. 

Persecution is thus turned to joy because 
it is the testimony paid by the world to the 
disciples’ identity with Christ—it is proof 
that man’s attachment to Christ and effort 
to forward His purpose have been recogniz- 
ed by the world. Persecution should be 
welcomed as the world’s testimony to the 
disciples’ identity with Christ. 

The second consolation was that they 
were to receive the aid of a powerful cham- 
pion—the Paraclete. “He shall bear wit- 


‘ness of me and ye also bear witness because 


you have been with me from the beginning.” 

As regards the world which was opposed 
to Christ and under the power of the evil 
one, the Spirit was to have a threefold mis- 
sion— 

I. He was to convict the world of its 
sin of unbelief in rejecting Christ. 

No conviction cuts so deeply and produces 
results of such magnitude as the conviction 
of sin. It alters entirely a man’s attitude 
toward life. He cannot know himself a sin- 
ner and be satisfied with that condition. 
Nothing is more hopeful than this convic- 
tion. 

How were the disciples to produce this? 
How were they to dispel those mists which 
blurred the clear outline of good and evil, 
to bring to the self-righteous Pharisee and 
the indifferent and worldly Sadducee a sense 
of their own sin? 

How we deceive ourselves by sacrificing 
sins that we do not care for in order to 
retain sins that are in our blood, how the 
resistance of certain sins makes us pray to 
self-righteousness and delusion. Christ 
knew men were about to put Him to death 
because he had tried to convict them of sin, 
confidently predicts that His servants 
would, by His Spirit’s aid, convince the 
world of sin in this particular—that they 
had not believed on Him. 


There is no consideration from which the 
deceitfulness of sin will not escape, nor any 
fear which the recklessness of sin will not 
brave, nor any authority which self-will 
cannot override, but only this—Christ has 
died for me, to save me from my sin, and 
I am sinning still, not regarding His blood, 
not meeting His purpose. 

In the presence of the death of Christ we 
cannot longer make a mock of sin or think 


of it lightly, as if it were our own respon- 
sibility and at our own risk we sinned. 

He will convince the world of sin “because 
they believed not on Me.” 

It is the ever condemning sin—to be in 
the presence of goodness and not to love it, 
to see Christ and to see Him unmoved and 
with unloving hearts. To turn away from 
Christ is to turn away from absolute good- 
ness. It is to say that however much we 
may relish certain virtues and approve par- 
ticular forms of goodness, goodness absolute 
and complete does not attract us. 

II. He was to convince the world of a 
new ideal of righteousness because the 
Father had shown His approval of Christ, 
whom the world had condemned. 

The conviction of righteousness is the 
complement, the other half, of the conviction 
of sin. In the shame of guilt there is the 
germ of the conviction of righteousness. 
When conscience ceases to condemn, hope 
dies. 

A mist arises from sin that obscures the 
clear outline between its own domain and 
that of righteousness like the mist that rises 
over the sea and mingles shore and water 
in one undefined cloud. But let it rise off 
the one and the other is at once distinctly 
marked out and so in the conviction of sin 
there is already involved the conviction of 
righteousness. 

dt does seem that we were made for right- 
eousness, but sin is in this world so uni- 
versal that there must surely be some way 
of accounting for it which will also excuse it. 

Had righteousness been to be our life, 
surely few would have attained it. 

There has lived One who was tempted in 
all points like as we are, yet without sin. 
Here was one who not only recognized. that 
men are made to work together with God 
but who actually did so work, who not only 
approved, as we approve, of a life of right- 
eousness and sacrifice, but actually lived it. 
But while out of this material we fail to 
make a perfect life, He, by His integrity 
of purpose and devotedness and love of 
good, fashioned a perfect life. Slowly it 
dawned on men’s minds that righteousness 
was what Christ and His apostles alone 
desired and sought to establish on the 
earth. 

This new spectacle of men devoting their 
lives to the advancement of righteousness, 
and confident they could establish a King- 
dom of Righteousness and actually estab- 
lishing it—this spectacle penetrated men’s 
minds and gave them a new sense of the 
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value of righteousness, and quite a new con- 
viction of the possibility of attaining it. 

III. He was to bring conviction of judg- 
ment by a judgment coming upon Satan 
through the death of Christ. As regards 
the disciples, the Spirit was to guide them 
to the truth about Christ, that they were 
not ready to understand from His own lips 
untill after the finishing of His earthly min- 
istry. 

Men were to be persuaded that a distinc- 
tion is made between sin and righteousness 
and that in no case can sin pass for right- 
eousness and righteousness for sin. Men 
are to recognize that a distinction is made 
between human actions and that condemna- 
tion is pronounced on all that are sinful. 

The Spirit of Truth will work in men’s 
minds the conviction that all and every sin 
is mistake and productive of nothing good, 
and can in no instance accomplish what 
righteousness would have accomplished and 
this conviction is to be right in the light of 
the fact that in Christ’s victory the prince 
of this world is judged. 

The prince of this world was judged by 
Christ’s refusal throughout His life to be 
in any way guided by him. But it is in 
the death of Christ the prince of this world 
was especially judged. © 

No stronger condemnation of the influ- 
ence which moves worldly men can be found 
than the crucifixion of Christ. 

Convinced of sin we may be, and con- 
vinced of righteousness we may be—so far 
at least as to feel most keenly that the 
distinction between sin and righteousness is 
real and wide, and of eternal consequence— 
but is the prince of this world judged? Is 
the power that claims us as the servants of 
sin and mocks our strivings for righteous- 
ness, as far as we can judge from our 
own experience, defeated? 

For this is the final test of religion of our 
faith in Christ, of the truth of His words 
and the efficacy of His work. Does He ac- 
complish in me what He promised? 

Is His service truly the main thing we 
seek in life? We should seriously inquire 
if this is so; for not hereafter, but now, 
are we finally determining our relation to 
all things by our relation to Christ. 


3 8 & 


WHICH WAY ARE YOU GOING? 

A little girl went home from church one 
Sunday, full of what she had seen and 
heard. A day or two afterward, when talk- 
ing with her father, who was not a godly 
man, she said suddenly, “Father, do you 
ever pray?” He did not like the question, 
and in a very angry manner asked her, “Is 
it your mother or your aunt who has put 
you up to this?” “No, father,” said the 
little child; “the preacher said all good peo- 
ple pray, and those who do not pray can- 
not be saved. Father, do you pray?” This 
was more than the father could stand, and 
in a rough way he said, “Well, you and your 
mother and your aunt may go your way, 
and I will go mine.” “Father,” said the 
little creature with great simplicity, “which 
way are you going?” The question pierced 
his heart. It flashed upon him that he was 
in the way of death. He started from his 
chair, burst into tears, and began to pray 
for mercy. Which way are you going?— 
Way of Holiness. 
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The Second Coming of Chnist 


By Rev. L. C. Mackey, Sprakers, N. Y. 


(Fourth Article) 


“Unto them that look for him shall he 
appear the second time without sin unto 
salvation.”—Heb. 9: 28. 


IV. When will He come? 


Possibly some, as they read the above 
question, will say, “This writer is going to 
tell us when the Lord is coming.” Well, 
listen. “At the time appointed the end shall 
be.” “For he (God) hath appointed a day, 
in which he will judge the world in right- 
eousness.” “But of that day and hour 
knoweth no man, no, nor the angels of heav- 
en, but my Father only.” It will be when 
the trump of God strikes the hour. We cite 
these Scripture passages to show that while 
no man can discover the day, yet that “day 
is appointed” by Jehovah God. It is marked 
down, if we might so term it in God’s calen- 
dar; the exact day and hour and moment, 
and it will not vary even a fraction of a 
second from “the time appointed.” Neither 
is God delaying the event, as some would 
represent Him. That would make Him 
“slack concerning His promise,” and belittle 
His omniscience. It is certain men cannot 
know the day or the hour of the Lord’s 
appearing, and we might add also, at least, 
the year and decade. Considering the dis- 
appointments of the past, together with the 
manifest uncertainties in the development 
of events, even in the near future, it be- 
hoves us to be cautious and wary of definite 


dates, or exact periods of time, for the ad- 
vent. 


“But cannot we know something about 
the time?” That is reasonable, especially 
when we consider the nature of the related 
prophecies. For the series of 
physical signs, following the great tribula- 
tion on the saints, recorded in Matt. 24, 
Mark 138, and Luke 21. Let us bear in mind 
these events are of so striking a nature as 
to be plainly observable to the world of 
mankind in general, during the on-marching 
course of the gospel age. Identifying this 
“tribulation” on the “elect” with other 
prophecies, we learn that it was to continue 
“a time, times, and a half,” or one thousand, 
two hundred and sixty day years. This time 
was to be shortened somewhat. The Papal 
Harlot was gradually shorn of her power to 
persecute so-called heretics. Says one his- 
torian, “The last half of the eighteenth cen- 
tury may be regarded as the period when 
the tribulation was shortened.” Such was 
the state of things from 1750 to 1780. King- 
ly edicts of toleration were passed by most 
all of the reigning monarchs of Europe prior 
to the year 1780. “It exactly answered to 
the Savior’s prediction of a diminished trib- 
ulation.” While the 1,260 years still ran on 
further, yet heaven had heard the martyr’s 
ery: “How long?” The tribulation was 
abated. This must be regarded as the di- 
rect result of the reformation begun by 
Luther, in 1517, and others. “And except 
the Lord cut short the days, no person could 
survive; but on account of the chosen, whom 
he has selected, he has cut short the days.” 
Mark 138: 20. (Diaglott Ver.) 


instance, 


The monarch’s sword, the prelate’s pride, 
The Church’s curse, the empire’s ban, 

By one poor monk were all defied, 

Who never feared the face of man. 

Half battles were the words he said, 
Each born of prayer, baptized in tears; 
And routed by them, backward fied 

The errors of a thousand years. 


J. E. Clarke. 


“Immediately after the tribulation of 
those days the sun shall be darkened, and 
the moon shall not give her light” (Matt. 
24:29). Promptly upon the ending of the 
great tribulation, the celestial signs began 
to appear. 


’Twas on a May day of the far old year 
Seventeen hundred eighty that there fell 
Over the bloom and sweet life of the spring, 
Over the fresh earth and the heaven of 


noon, 

A horror of great darkness, like the night 
In the day of which the Norland sages tell— 
The twilight of the gods. The low hung 


sky 

Was black with ominous clouds, save where 
its rim 

Was fringed with a dull glow like that 
which climbs 

The crater’s sides from the red hell below. 

Birds ceased to sing, and all the barn-yard 
fowls 

Roosted; the sounds of labor died; 

Men prayed and women wept; all ears grew 


sharp 
To hear the doom blast of the trumpet 


shatter 

The black sky, that the dreadful face of 
Christ 

Might look from the rent clouds, not as He 
looked 


A loving Guest at Bethany, but stern 
As justice and inexorable as law. 


—J. G. Whittier. 


In the month of May (May 19), 1780, 
there was a very terrific dark day, when 
all faces seemed to gather blackness, and 
the people were filled with fear. There was 
great distress in the village where Edward 
Lee lived; men’s hearts failing them for 
fear that the judgment day was at hand; 
and the neighbors all flocked around the 
holy man, for his lamp was trimmed and 
shining brighter than ever amidst the un- 
natural darkness. Happy and joyful in 
Cod, he pointed them to their only refuge 
from the wrath to come, and spent the 
gloomy hours in earnest prayer for the dis- 
tressed multitude.—Life of Edward Lee, of 
Massachusetts. 

The night was the perfect blackness of 
darkness. Not the faintest outline of any 
object could be discerned against the sky. 
A light would penetrate it but a little way 
and then seemed to disclose but a solid wail 
of blackness around....... Every one believ- 
ed the most dreadful thing he could imagine 
was about to happen, and nearly every one 
began to pray aloud. They read and prayed 
the whole day through—Young Foli.’s 
Magazine. 

This was in New England in May, 1780. 
But there is more. 

During the gloomy summer of 1783, the 
nights in Europe wore a fearful aspect. 
The obscuration, which Humboldt declared 
had never been satisfactorily accounted for, 
not only gave as King testifies, a rusty red 
to the sun all day, but science asserts that 
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at night the moon, high in the heavens, had 
the color of heated brick—Milner’s Phys- 
ical Phenomena, page 68. 

Others affirm that it wore a bloody hue. 
In places in the north of Europe, where the 
vapors from Hecla permeated all the air, 
the sun and moon seemed blotted out of the 
heavens. The terror of men was indescrib- 
able. Arago says the fog or vapor was 
phosphorescent, and neither wind nor rain 
could disperse it—D. T. Taylor, in The 
Great Consummation. 


Watchman, has the tribulation 
Of the cruel Man of Sin 
Ceased his bloody persecution? 
Will he not return again? 
Pilgrim, no, his times have ended; 
Never shall the monster reign; 
Tekel on his brow is written— 
Soon he must consume in flame. 


Watchman, were there signs attending 
At the ending of the time? 

With the closing moments pending, 
Did the sun refuse to shine? 

Pilgrim, yes; the sun was shrouded 
In a veil of gloom that day; 

Nature was in darkness clouded 
On that nineteenth of May. 


Watchman, see! the land is nearing, 
With its vernal fruits and flowers! 

While just yonder, O how cheering! 
Bloom forever Eden’s bowers. 

Hark! the choral strains there ringing, 
Wafted on the balmy air! 

See the millions! hear them singing! 
Soon the pilgrims will be there! 


S. S. Brewer. 
Sprakers, N. Y. 
ss Rr f 


AS AN ARTIST 

“Jean is the most truly artistic girl in 
town,” remarked a bright girl one day to 
a group of intimates. 

“Jean? Why, she doesn’t draw, or paint, 
or play. She isn’t literary, either. You 
must be thinking of somebody else,” said 
another girl, surprised. 

“No—I mean Jean. MHaven’t you seen 
the motto she has in her room? I never 
noticed it until to-day. You know how 
dainty and sweet her room is, with every- 
thing just lovely? Well, she has the motto 
framed in white wood with roses on it: 
‘Art is the beautiful way of doing things.’ 
The minute I saw it, it made me feel how 
Jean lives up to it. The way she does 
things is always the beautiful way. I al- 
ways know when a parcel comes from Jean, 
the way it is tied up, and she’s the same 
with everything else. She’s a real artist, 
not just a person that can draw and paint.” 

There was truth in the description—wasn’t 
there? Life is a sheet of white canvass, out 
of which each individual makes either a pic- 
ture or an ugly, formless daub. The really 
artistic personality expresses itself in 
beauty, whether it be a beautiful room, a 
beautiful manner, or a beautiful deed that 
is the medium of art. The most exquisite 
and profound art has often concerned itself 
with what ordinary people think homely and 
ugly. Rembrandt and Velasquez painted 
homely faces and commonplace details, and 
revealed wonderful artistic charm in them. 

Being an artist in life is the most satis- 
fying of all arts. It may not win fame, 
but it always wins love and honor. “Art is 
the beautiful way of doing things.” The 
girl who remembers that, and tries to live 
up to it, is sure of a lovely and much-loved 
womanhood.—Exchange. 
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JUDAH AND [| SRAEL their seed should become as the sands of the 


(Number One) 


I notice that certain writers in THE HER- 
ALD, writing about the war, do not seem to 
know who the inhabitants of the United 
States and Great Britain are. One says 
that the Bible does not give us any informa- 
tion concerning them. But according to my 
study of.the Bible, there is more prophecy 
concerning Great Britain and the United 
States than any other people except the 
Jews. 

Jacob, before he died, in blessing his sons, 
gave a description of what their lives 
should be. To Judah he gave the scepter 
and to Joseph he gave the birthright of 
Christ: of Judah he said: 


“The scepter shall not depart from Judah, 
nor a law-giver from between his feet until 
Shiloh come: and to him shall the gathering 
of the people be.” 


Of Joseph he said: 


“From thence is the shepherd and stone 
of Israel.” (Gen. 49: 10-24) 


But remember that Jesus has not yet 
come as Shiloh, or as King;-to gather His 
people together, and where is the scepter, 
you ask. It has disappeared and the ten 
tribes are lost. I say, not so. 

Now concerning the two sons of Joseph: 
When Jacob blessed them, having crossed 
his hands, he being blind, “Israel stretched 
out his right hand, and laid it upon Ephra- 
im’s head, who was the younger, and his left 
hand upon Manasseh’s head, guiding his 
hands wittingly; for Manasseh was the first 
born.” (Gen. 48: 14-20) and said (16th 
verse) : 


“The angel which redeemed me from all 
evil, bless the lads and let my name be 
named, on them, and the name of my fa- 
thers, Abraham and Isaac, and let them 
grow into a multitude in the midst of the 
earth and when Joseph saw that his father 
had laid his right hand on the head of Eph- 
raim, it displeased him, and he held up his 
father’s hand to remove it from Ephraim’s 
head, and Joseph said, not so, my father, 
for this is my first born: put thy right 
hand upon his head; and his father refused, 
and said: He shall become a people and he 
shall be great: but truly his younger 
brother shall be greater than he, and his 
seed shall become a multitude of nations.” 

“And he blessed them that day, saying, In 
thee shall Israel bless, saying, God made 
thee as Ephraim, and as Manasseh: and he 
set Ephraim before Manasseh.” 


Now I hold that the prophecies of Jacob 
concerning his sons are just as sacred, and 
are being fulfilled as much as any other 
prophecy of the sacred Scriptures. 

And that Great Britain and her multi- 
tude of national possessions represent Eph- 
raim, and the United States represent 
Manasseh. 


Now we know, that after the reign of Sol- 
omon the kingdom of Israel became divided 
and that Jeroboam reigned over the ten 
tribes at Samaria, and that he caused Israel 
to sin against God, teaching them to wor- 
ship idols, lest going up to Jerusalem to 
worship would wean them away from him 
and he would lose control of them, and he 
made priests of the common people and the 
Levites joined themselves to Judah and 
Benjamin and the three tribes constituted 
the kingdom of Judsh and the ten tribes 
over whom Jeroboam reigned were always 


seashore, and then allow them to be lost? 

called Israel. In all the prophecies concern- True, He intended that they should be lost 
ing them they are spoken of separately as ‘*? each other, as to the ten tribes and their 
Israel and Judah. tribal relations, hence the confusion of 
tongues and changes of language; and being 
seattered to different parts of the world and 
not know themselves until the times of res- 
titution shall come. And now I feel as 
though that time is near at hand when He 
shall be calling Israel and Judah back to 
possess the Holy Land and reign with Him 
a thousand years. 

And as knowledge is increasing and men 

Can you conceive of the idea that our God are becoming wiser, we should be finding 
would promise, vow, and covenant repeated- out who we are. H. HULL. 
ly, with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, that (To be continued) 


And now we see, because of their contin- 
ued departure from God, in worshiping idols 
and defying His laws, they were caused by 
God to be carried away into Assyrian cap- 
tivity, one hundred and thirty years before 
Judah was carried away into Babylonish 
captivity, for the same cause. 


And now Israel is lost. 


o 2 oi 
o ~ ~ 


THE BIBLE ON THE BATTLE-FIELD 
By Col. W. V. Lucas, Santa Cruz, Cal. 


On reading the article from the London often referred to the occasion and circum- 
Times, as published June 14th, I was re- stance, and would say, “That day cured me 
minded of several occasions, during the late from cards and before night I was a Chris- 
Civil War, when I saw the ground well tian,” and I record it that he lived a Chris- 
covered by cards cast away by the men as tian life until he laid down to rest, in hope. 


they were aligned for battle. Of course I No man ever threw away his Bible in the 
understood then the reason why they divest- face of death. The nearer he approached 
ed themselves of the cards. the end, the firmer he gripped the lamp 


On one occasion our brigade was placed that lighted his pathway. The hunger of 
in position to clear a road and capture a_ the soldiers in the trenches of Europe for 
bridge of supreme importance. As we filed the gospels is most natural and tells a story 
into line in plain view of the coveted bridge that sends to defeat all the criticisms of 
three-quarters of a mile away, it presented scholarship and carpings of the depraved. 
an extraordinarily dangerous undertaking. With the spirit of Christ in his heart 
In forming the line my regiment held the and the word of God in his pocket, the man 
center on the road, which was the key tothe has an assurance, “both sure and stead- 
movement. The men were seasoned veter- fast,” even death cannot disturb him. 
ans who had grown into keen observers and Yes. I comprehend the hunger of the 
pretty good generals. They comprehended prave men who are in the trenches fighting, 
that they were to lead a tremendously dan- ot for themselves, but for the freedom of 
gerous assault. mankind and the liberty of the world, for 

I was informed by the Brigade Comman- the Bible and comforts the promises bring 
der that we would not make the charge but to him. I have a Bible I carried four years 
put up a feint by making elaborate prepara- on my person, wrapped in a piece of oiled 
tions in sight of the enemy so as to hold ijk, it had its place in my haversack to the 
them while Sherman was making one of his exclusion of food if space were scarce. Do 
celebrated flank movements to gain the rear. [| prize the book? Yes, first, for its precious 
Being thus advised, I felt at ease and had eontents, and next because it was my mas- 
time to observe the conduct of the men in ott and associate in danger and in safety. 
line. As I passed up and down the line I oiled, worn, marked, and even dirty pages, 
observed the ground was strewn with cards put precious to me above any and all other 
in the rear of the column. I was interest- books. I can understand how the soldiers of 
ed and a little amused, for I knew the idol- aj tongues, languages, color of skin, and 
atrous attachment of the soldiers to their ands of birth, hunger for the Book. 
cards and knew no ordinary occasion would 
induce them to separate them from their 2 8 8 


idols. Let us commit ourselves to that unsleep- 


As I passed along I noticed a sergeant ing love and wisdom and power. He will go 
who was noted for his steady courage, aS with us all the way through—not alone to 
well as his attachment to the card game. the end of life, but to the end that lies 
He and I were close friends, living in the beyond the end. There will be our final 
same town in Iowa, when at home. At his  ,oing out, our exodus, and our final coming 
feet lay a new pack of cards. Knowing as in, our home-coming. And there is nothing 
I did we were making a feint and in no dan- that lies between you and the threshold of 
der other than the shell fire we were get- 4¢ that heavenly home that need ever fill 


ting, when our batteries could not restrain you with dismay if God be with you—John 
the enemy, I jocosely called his attention to McNeill. 


the loss of his cards. He looked at me with- t 2 & 

out a wince and said, “This is no time or 

place for cards, and I don’t intend to be Every man is said to have his peculiar 

killed with a pack on my person.” ambition. Whether it be true or not, I can 
The statement was so sincerely made, and say for one, that I have no other so great 

the logic of the situation so convincing, I as that of being truly esteemed of my fel- 

passed on without comment. low men, by rendering myself worthy of 
In after years, when we were at home, he _ their esteem.—Lincoln. 
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Delivered by Rev. F. H. Peters, D. D., at the Annual Session of the New England Christian Convention at Hill, New 
Hampshire, June 12-14, 1917, and by vote of that body requested for publication in Herald of Gospel Liberty 


DEAR BRETHREN AND SISTERS OF THE 
NEW ENGLAND CHRISTIAN CONVENTION: 

As we meet in the annual session of our 
New England Christian Convention and 
Allied Societies, it is well for us to be re- 
minded that besides being the year of grace 
1917, it probably is the greatest hour for 
good or ill since the beginning of time. I 
think we shall search the annals of the 
world in vain for anything that approaches 
it. Since our meeting in Newport, one year 
ago, changes that must affect humanity for 
centuries have been taking place with 
kaleidoscopic rapidity. The utter chaos of 
international politics has put its impress on 
every phase of modern thought and endeav- 
or. Issues whose outcome it is impossible 
to foretell, have arisen before us in myriad 
form. Alignments and alliances of tre- 
mendous significance are being formed, and 
whether we will or no, we are compelled to 
adjust ourselves to the changing order. 
Probably not within the lifetime of any of 
us has the straight path of Christian duty 
been so difficult to determine as now. Nev- 
ertheless these new conditions must be faced 
and the way found to conserve the things 
that pertain to our deepest and most vital 
life. 

I take it that we do not think alike about 
this world conflict in which our own nation 
has now joined. It has ever been true that 
“to think is to differ,” and the bigger the 
issues the wider the differences are likely to 
be. It is the glory of our free country that 
we can accord to one another this right to 
think and to differ and still be brothers. 
From the message of the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ adopted at its re- 
cent session in Washington, D. C., I quote 
the following which seems to me to clearly 
set forth the situation in which we as a 
body of Christians find ourselves. “What 
now is the mission of the church in this 
hour of crisis and danger? It is to bring 
all that is done, or planned in the nation’s 
name to the test of the mind of Christ. 

“That mind on one point we do not all in- 
terpret alike. With sincere conviction some 
of us believe that it is forbidden the dis- 
ciples.of Christ to engage in war under any 
circumstances. Most of us believe that the 
love of all men which Christ enjoins, de- 
mands that we defend with all the power 
given us the sacred rights of humanity. But 
we are all one in loyalty to our country, and 
in steadfast and whole-hearted devotion to 
her service.” 

Free speech and a free press are bul- 
warks of our cherished liberties; and the 
spirit of intolerance for the man whose 
views do not accord with the majority, is 
un-American, undemocratic, and at a time 
like this, when we are fighting to secure the 
rights of weaker states, in exceedingly bad 
taste. 

But even though from a political stand- 
point the-night has come down, it is still our 
privilege, as Christians, to scan the heavens 
for the shining, stars and to thank God that 
our search need not be.im vain. 

For myself I'am devoutly grateful for the 
cardinal principle of freedom on which our 


Christian Church is founded. That from the 
first we have had the boldness of heart to 
contend for democracy in church as well as 
in state, and to insist on the inalienable 
right of the individual to have his faith and 
to live his life in the light of his obligation 
to his conscience and to Almighty God. I 
know full well that we have not always lived 
up to these great principles; that we have 
seemed unaware of their true import and 
unwilling to follow them to their logical con- 
clusion; that we have been content with 
woefully inadequate conceptions of the 
Kingdom of God and of our obligations for 
its advancement; that we have stopped to 
quibble among ourselves over things which 
at best could not make one hair white or 
black, while the deep and far-reaching in- 
terests of the Church of Christ were hang- 
ing in the balance; that we have used 
precious ‘time talking about our principles 
that might have been better used in practic- 
ing them. But in the face of all these 
things, I am glad that it has been my priv- 
ilege to be one of a people which has had 
the moral courage to inscribe these noble 
ideals on its banner and to cherish the hope 
of their ultimate realization. 

As I sat in the great meeting of the Fed- 
eral Council last month and saw Method- 
ists and Presbyterians, Episcopalians and 
Congregationalists, Lutherans, Baptists, 
Disciples, Christians, and many others, min- 
gling, counseling, and praying together in 
one spirit and with one purpose, I could but 
recall the prayers and sacrifices of our fa- 
thers that the Church of Christ might be 
one. Instead of meeting to decide whether 
Jesus Christ is identical with God in person 
or only in substance as did the famous coun- 
cil of Nice, it had met to consider “how to 
bring all that is done in the nation’s name 
to the test of the mind of Christ.” Had 
some of our fathers been present, I doubt 
not they would have said with Simeon of 
old, “Let now thy servants depart in peace, 
for our eyes have seen thy salvation.” 


We can rejoice also in the present unriv- 
alled chance to do Christian work. On 
every side, doors to world-wide opportuni- 
ties stand ajar. Nay, they are wide open. 
Moral awakenings and the promise of new 
alignments challenge the Church as it has 
never been challenged before. John R. Mott 
says that the great continent of Africa is 
now reaching out its hands for the gospel, 
and that the present period will determine 
whether it is to be Christian or Mohamme- 
dan. If Russia succeeds in establishing a 
free government, there will be unmeasured 
opportunities in that great country for a 
free religion and a democratic church. 

Like conditions hold in many other coun- 
tries where remolding and regenerating 
forces are at work. The Church of Christ 
has a mighty call in every age, but in none 
has the call been so clear or the chance so 
great as in this present hour. I pray God 
that answering, “Here am I,” we shall put 
our hands to these tasks determined to be 
strong and aquit ourselves like men! 

In view of these things, there are certain 
other essential and elemental things on 


which we need to tighten our grip. 

As servants of Christ, we must take care 
not to lose sympathy out of our hearts. The 
awful train of events of the past three 
years has threatened the sensitiveness of 
our spirits to human pain and misfortune. 
Property destruction, inhumanity, starva- 
tion, massacre, have become so common- 
place that we are in danger of leaving 
whole communities to their fate while we 
pass by on the other side. 

It was the compassion of Jesus that kept 
Him in contact with human need and made 
it possible for Him to be the Savior of the 
world. Even so His Church must have a 
growing sympathy with human suffering 
and carry in its heart the misfortune of hu- 
manity, else it denies the leader it pro- 
fesses to follow, and eventually will lose its 
life. 

We need also to heed the advice now be- 
ing sounded forth that we keep our churches 
as centers for the culture of the spiritual 
life. Various phases of war activity over- 
shadow us and make all but superhuman 
claims on our time and strength. In our 
enthusiasm for our country and our desire 
to do our bit, we are in danger of losing 
sight of the increased need for the spiritual 
emphasis. Even the men in uniform get 
tired of war talk and turn to the church for 
spiritual refreshment. 

A young soldier stationed at Ft. Rodman, 
New Bedford, Mass., who has been attend- 
ing Sunday evening meetings of the North 
Christian church for several weeks, some- 
times alone and sometimes with friends, 
said that the reason he preferred this par- 
ticular church was that it gave him relief 
from war talk and afforded the privilege to 
hear about the grace of God. and his per- 
sonal need of Jesus Christ. I am convinced 
that the very best service our churches can 
render both to God and the nation is to keep 
themselves centers for the proclamation of 
the gospel and for the training of the peo- 
ple in the deep things of God. If there ever 
has been a day when the Golden Rule, and 
the Sermon on the Mount, and human 
brotherhood, and divine fatherhood needed 
to be proclaimed, that day is now. And 
from these vital messages the Church of 
Christ must not vary one hair’s breadth 
though the heavens fall. 


Finally, we must hold fast to our confi- 
dence in God. Sometimes, I know, we won- 
der where He is, and why He allows cer- 
tain things to be. So thought the prophet 
Habbakuk. The evils which shook his faith 
in God were violence, bloodshed, murder, 
ravaged lands, destroyed cities. The tyrant 
seemed to care no more for justice than the 
jungle tiger for the Ten Commandments. 
He led Israel captive, put hooks in the noses 
of the princes, and led them away to slavery 
and death. Neither love, nor law, nor 
shame, restrained his unbridled lust for con- 
quest. ‘The prophet cries to God to stop the 
monster and says: “How long shall I cry 
and thou wilt not answer me? I cry unto 
thee of vengeance and thou wilt not save.” 
God replies to the prophet that He is not 
idle, nor resting, nor standing by looking on. 
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That He is working a plan which nobody 
would believe were he told of it. And that 
there is a rugged justice, a law of compen- 
sation, which makes every unrighteous deed 
carry within itself the poison of bitterness 
and remorse. By this law, the oppressor, 
the betrayer, the liar, the knave, shall reap 
the harvest of their iniquity. And every 
tyrant on the face of the earth shall be 
overtaken by the slow justice of the people, 
or by the surer justice of the Almighty; 
that in his own way he is preparing for 
the coming of that gracious day when “the 
earth shall be filled with the knowledge of 
the glory of God as the waters cover the 
sea.” This revives the faith of the prophet 
and he says, “Though the fig tree shall not 
flourish, neither shall fruit be in the vines. 
The labor of the olive shall fail, and the 
fields yield no food. The flock shall be cut 
off from the fold, and there shall be no 


herds in the stalls, yet will I rejoice in Je- ° 


hovah and in the God of my salvation.” 
Such should be our faith, for 


Right is right, since God is God 
And right the day must win; 

To doubt would be disloyalty, 
To falter would be sin. 


Our work in general has been somewhat 
above the average. Many of our churches 
have had a successful year with increased 
interest. I think we have had fewer pastor- 
less churches than in any recent previous 
year. There have been some changes in 
pastoral relations, but with one or two ex- 
ceptions, all our active churches are sup- 
plied. The church at Newport, Maine, which 
had been more or less inactive for some 
time, has had a prosperous year. 

The church at Lynn will need some finan- 
cial assistance to make it possible to carry 
out its plans for the future. This is an im- 
portant field which is worthy of every en- 
couragement. I recommend that its request 
for help be granted. 


Our plans for Bangor have been carried 
out. Rev. H. M. Hainer began his work as 
pastor of the church and dean of Christian 
Church students, just after the Convention 
last year. Under his leadership the church 
house has been rebuilt and made into a mod- 
ern plant, and the church work has gone 
forward with most encouraging results. 


While our relation to the school is not as in-— 


timate from an official standpoint as some 
of us could wish, there is good promise of 
its becoming closer if we can increase the 
number of our students. To do this we 
must have the hearty cooperation of our 
pastors and people. 

One of the very pressing needs is a larger 
fund with which to aid young men who wish 
to study for the ministry. Our educational 
society can help some, but its resources are 
not adequate to meet the needs of an in- 
creased number of students. The Seminary 
has aid which it can give to Congregation- 
alists, and we must be in a position to do as 
much for our own. We cannot afford to 
permit the impression that we are less in- 
terested in them than the men of some other 
denomination. 

The matter of raising an endowment for 
this purpose should be considered at this 
session. : 

Manchester, New Hampshire, which for 
years has been a fruitful subject for dis- 
cussion and much anxiety, is now actively 
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at work. In accordance with the vote of the 
Convention last year, the offer of our gen- 
eral Mission Board to deed us the property 
on condition that we assume the mortgage, 
a matter of a little more than two thousand 
dollars as I now recall, has been accepted. 
The special committee engaged Rev. C. H. 
Baldwin as pastor at a salary of $1,200.00, 
$500.00 of this amount to be contributed by 
the Home Mission Board and the remainder 
to be secured from the field if possible. So 
far this has been done. Brother Baldwin 
began work January first, as the agent of 
our New England Missionary Society. In 
this brief time he has succeeded in estab- 
lishing a community church with a growing, 
enthusiastic constituency. The promise for 
the future seems to me most hopeful. 

At its meeting in August at Craigville, 
Mass., the Executive Board was compelled 
to accept the resignation of Rev. G. A. Con- 
ibear as field secretary. After careful con- 
sideration of the various interests involved, 
the board decided by unanimous vote to care 
for these interests for the remainder of the 
year in the following manner: Rev. P. S. 
Sailer was elected to write the New Eng- 
land HERALD Letter and have charge of the 
matter of supplying pastorless churches, 
which was the chief part of the work pre- 
viously done by the field secretary. For 
this work he was to receive one hundred 
dollars. The visiting in the various needy 
fields to give advice and practical assistance 
was to be done by the member of the Ex- 
ecutive Board nearest the particular church 
without pay except actual expense of travel. 
While all has not been done that we could 
wish, yet in view of all. the circumstances, 
in my judgment, this plan is the very best 
solution of our field secretary problem. 

One word more. I wish to express my ap- 
preciation of the general interest in the 
work of the Convention during the six years 
in which it has been my privilege to preside. 
Many things which I have felt ought to be 
done, I have been compelled to neglect sim- 
ply because I could not find the time to de- 
vote to them. But I have enjoyed the work 
and have not been unmindful of the honor 
of the office. 

My successor will have my good wishes, 
my earnest prayer, and my active assist- 
ance in whatever way I may be able to give 
it. 

May God guide us in the work of this ses- 
sion and in all the coming years. 


3 3 & 


DRIVE THEM OUT 

“Thou shalt drive them out before thee.” 
(Exodus 23: 31) 

When men undertake to start out in the 
Christian life the very first thing they must 
do is.to banish from their presence the lin- 
gering remains of their former evil life. 

This severance from the former evil life 
must be complete. One who undertakes to 
hang on to anything will fail most miser- 
ably and completely fail. The reason is not 
far to seek. Put a bushel of apples into a 
box or barrel and let one, only one be de- 
cayed or bad, leave them alone, and it will 
not be long till all will be decayed, so quick- 
ly and powerfully does evil make its influ- 
ence felt and the only safe course for a 
Christian beginner to take is to make this 
separation both utter and complete. In the 
case now before us the children of Israel 
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had been for four hundred and thirty years 
surrounded by evil and idolatrous Egyptian 
influences. 

At length the time to inaugurate a new 
condition of things and to establish a new 
nation that should be free from these in- 
fluences had come. 

God could, of course, by His sovereign 
power and influence have lifted them out of 
the old Egyptian life of evil influence and 
idolatry into a new life where all these in- 
fluences were swept away forever, but this 
was not God’s plan. This never has been 
God’s plan in dealing with the world, but 
rather has it been to have the world work 
together with Him in thus bringing about 
renewed and improved conditions and it 
may be added that only where the world 
has thus been willing to cooperate with God 
according to His will has the world been 
able to get anywhere. God said to the 
Israelites, “And thou shalt drive them out 
before thee,” and not being willing to do 
this the Israelites failed to gain the place 
God had for them and thus as a punishment 
for their disobedience lost their peculiar 
privileges as God’s chosen people, lost their 
national existence, and were driven away 
into oblivion and wretchedness. 

Why? 

Because they would not drive them out. 

As it was with the children of Israel, so 
it is, so it always has been, so it always will 
be with men and women of all ages to whom 
God has said, “Drive them out before thee” 
and who have virtually said, “We will not 
drive them out.” This has been the secret 
of their failure. 

Some darling sin has usurped the place 
that has belonged to God and the victim 
has been contented to be a victim, has re- 
fused to “drive them out,” and has thus re- 
ceived the punishment their refusal and dis- 
obedience deserved. 


One might multiply instances to show as 
the above does that man’s failure to gain 
salvation has been his own fault, but only 
one need be given. 

But a little before the ascension and only 
just a little before giving the commission 
that outlined for the Christian Church its 
work down to the latest moment of recorded 
time, Jesus said to His disciples: 

“All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth.” 


Then followed the commission and then 
this precious promise: “Lo, I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the world.” 

Now if this promise means anything, and 
it does if the Bible is true, it means that 
all the power of heaven is at the disposal 
of every soul who will turn his back upon 
the world face Zionward and persistently 
and unremittingly pursue the heavenward 
path. If this be true then man need not 
fail in his effort to gain salvation; in other 
words, to “drive them out before thee,” and 
if thus trying he does fail the fault is his 
own. FRANK A. CORNELL. 

Lima, Ohio. 
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EVER LEARNING 


By Rev. John Y. Ewart, D. D., Colorado Springs, Col. ° \ 


Beautiful is the home scene described so 
simply by the evangelist Luke in his tenth 
chapter. The home of Mary, Martha, and 
Lazarus seems to have been frequently vis- 
ited by Jesus. Its inmates were his devoted 
friends. One day, when He was invited to 
share their hospitality, Martha busied her- 
self in preparing an elaborate dinner. But 
her sister Mary was so deeply interested in 
learning the rich truths which always fell 
from the divine teacher’s lips that she “Sat 
at the Lord’s feet and heard His Word.” 
(Luke 10: 39) 

The Christian will ever be a learner. His 
mind will be open constantly to impressions 
from without. He will not think of himself 
more highly than he ought to think, but will 
think soberly. He will form such a just and 
sane estimate of his own abilities as to be 
convinced of his ignorance and his need of 
instruction. Like Socrates, who said that 
he was wiser than all men in knowing that 
he lacked wisdom, the Christian student 
will be aware of his limitations, of his in- 
sufficient mental furniture, and will ever 
seek to add to his stores of knowledge. 
Mary’s mind was hungry for truth. Her 
heart longed for just such an opportunity 
as she enjoyed that day in her own home 
when, alone with the Master, she could 
slake her intellectual and spiritual thirst 
at the inexhaustible fountain. 

Her sister Martha was busy in another 
room, getting dinner ready. She seems to 
have been the housekeeper of the family. 
She, too, was devoted to Christ, but she had 
her own way, different from Mary’s, of 
showing her devotion. She wanted to set 
before the Master.an abundant and satisfy- 
ing meal. And she needed help, she thought; 
indeed, she was nervous and irritable be- 
cause she felt that, unless she had her sis- 
ter’s help just then, she could not get dinner 
ready. And se we can see her opening the 
door into the other room and saying to Je- 
sus: 

“Lord, didst thou not care that my sister 
did leave me to serve alone? Bid her, there- 
fore, that she help me.” 

Jesus answered: “Martha, Martha, thou 
art anxious and troubled about many 
things. But one thing is needful: for Mary 
has chosen the good part which shall not be 
taken away from her.” 

What an apt and pregnant answer! Let 
us look at it a moment. 


First, Let us not conclude that Jesus dis- 
courages diligent housekeepers, well-pre- 
pared meals, courteous and hospitable enter- 
tainment of guests. Not at all. But he 
means to teach, I believe, 


Second, That spiritual food is more neces- 
sary than material, that our minds and 
souls are more important than our bodies. 
Besides, Jesus, the Divine Teacher, was not 
in that home every day. Mary would sel- 
dom have such an opportunity of learning 
great truths, first-hand, as she had that 
day. Her eagerness to learn, therefore, 
should not be dampened by a call to the 
kitchen to help get a meal, even though a 
much esteemed and warmly loved guest 
would have the place of honor at that table. 

Third, Jesus would thus strongly com- 


mend young disciples to avail themselves of 
every opportunity to learn the things of the 
Kingdom, get instructed in Bible truth, 
make sacrifices, if need be, to sit at the feet 
of those teachers who are most filled with 
the spirit of the Master Teacher and best 
equipped to lead young feet into the green 
pastures and beside the still waters of ever- 
lasting life. 


Fourth, Jesus would have you and me, 
dear friend, lay the greatest emphasis on 
the things that are enduring and eternal. 
Mary chose the part which would not and 
could not be taken from her. The value of 
a good meal is not discounted, but, at begt, 
its value is incidental and temporary. 
Heavenly food, on the contrary, nourishes 
the immortal part of us, makes us strong in 
the things of the spirit, illumines our under- 
standings, broadens our spiritual vision, en- 
riches our hearts, develops our characters, 
ennobles our manhood and womanhood. We 
are thus qualified, by partaking of the 
Bread that comes down from heaven, for the 
more efficient doing of our duty both as 
mortal and immortal beings, and such sus- 
tenance is profitable not alone for the life 
that now is, but also for the life that is to 
come. 


Hence the vital and supreme importance 
of that emphasis which is now being laid 
throughout the Church, on Christian educa- 
tion. This is necessary, as seldom ever be- 
fore in the history of the Church. It is 
necessary for the individual, the home, the 
Sabbath-school, the Church. Let men, 
women, and young people everywhere open 
their eyes, their ears, their minds, and 
hearts to the great God that He may in- 


%, 
we 


MISS PENROD’S 


When the twenty-fifth Annual Convention 
of the National W. C. T. U. met, at Tokyo, 
March 31st to April 4th, I was chosen as 
one of the six delegates from the Foreign 
Auxiliary. Because I could not leave Maki 
longer to “Uncle’s” inexperienced care, I 
could be away from home but two full days 
and one night. 


Miss Take Nakai, domestic science teach- 
er in U. C. Girls’ School, was chosen as the 
delegate from the Utsunomiya union. She 
was present from the beginning to the end 
of all the sessions, of which she gave a most 
excellent report to the women who sent her. 
As most of the meetings were held in the 
Friends’ Girls’ School, where she had studied 
for a year, she was‘quite at home. 

I attended April 2 and 8. Was much im- 
pressed with the earnest, capable, Japanese 
women who filled the Friends’ School Chapel. 
In the afternoon when they, and their 
eighty-five-year-old president, Madam Ya- 
jima, went to the Crittenden Rescue Home, 
that is so ably superintended by our own 
Miss Christine Penrod, I alone took my va- 
lise prepared to accept the invitation to 
spend the night with my old U. C. C. friend. 

She met us at the gate of the long and 
narrow traet of land of one and a fourth 
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struct us, as His Spirit only can, in the 
great revealed facts and truths which are 
the meat and drink of the human soul. Said 
Jesus: : 

“Work not for the food that perisheth, 
but for the food which abideth unto eter- 
nal life, which the Son of man shall give 


unto you: for him the Father, even God, 
hath sealed.” (John 6: 27) 


“We call upon all to observe,” said Henry 
Melville, the brilliant London preacher, 
“that in place of being beneath the notice of 
the intellectual, the Bible is the great nour- 
isher of intellect. To care for the soul is to 
cultivate the mind. We will not yield to the 
culture of the understanding to earthly hus- 
bandmen. There are heavenly ministers 
who water it with a choicer dew, and pour 
on it the beams of a more brilliant sun, 
and prune its branches with a kinder and 


-more skilful hand. We will not permit rea- 


son to stand always as a priestess at the 
altars of human philosophy. She hath a 
more majestic temple to tread, and more 
beauteous robes wherein to walk, and in- 
cense rarer and more fragrant to burn in 
golden censers. She does well when explor- 
ing boldly God’s visible works. She does 
better when she meekly submits to spiritual 
teaching, and sits, as a child, at the Sav- 
ior’s feet, for then shall she experience the 
truth, that ‘the entrance of God’s words 
giveth light and understanding.’ (Ps. 119: 
130) And therefore be ye heedful—the 
young amongst you more especially—that ye 
be not ashamed of religion as though it 
argued a feeble capacity. Rather be as- 
sured, forasmuch as revelation is the great 
strengthener of reason, that the march of 
mind which leaves the Bible in the rear is 
an advance, like that of our first parents in 
Paradise, towards knowledge, but, at the 
same time, towards death.” 


2, 
“ 


RESCUE WORK 


acres, and showed us the whole plant. First, 
there was the office building that Miss Pen- 
rod designed herself. It is a model of con- 
venience, with not a foot of useless space. 
I heard of some of the consultations that 
have been held in that tiny building. They 
would make a book of more interesting 
reading than “In the Hands of the Potter.” 
The second building, the Maternity Depart- 
ment, was being rebuilt, because it was old 
and had to get rid of its thatched roof, to 
comply with the capital’s fire regulations. 
Third, the Foreign Laundry, a new struc- 
ture of Miss Penrod’s planning, interested 
the ladies greatly, especially when they 
were told that it was the “tennis court” of 
the institution. The girls need physical ex- 
ercise, so one hour a day, three days in a 
week, alternated by gardening and yard 
cleaning, make a fine interlude between the 
morning knitting work and the afternoon 
sewing. Each evening is devoted to school 
studies. They earn quite a little money by 
their knit goods. 


No. 4 is the nice, new, two-story home of 
the rescued girls. One of these had sold 
herself for $150.00 in order to help her aged 
parents. Their conversion had led to her 
rescue from slavery. One inmate had come 
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only a few nights before and literally 
knocked at the gate and begged for admis- 
sion, after hiding in the grass of a field all 
day, lest the keepers from where she had 
run away should find her. Her sister was 
with Miss Penrod. After she was converted 
she begged all the Home to pray for the 
rescue of her sister. Her, and their, pray- 
ers were thus answered. 

The morning after my night’s rest in the 
Home, Miss Penrod asked me to conduct 
the morning prayer service in No. 4. When 
I saw the twenty odd girls with their ma- 
tron, read their Bibles, repeat the Lord’s 
Prayer, and sing, I was surprised and said: 
“Why, they seem about like other girls.” 
“Yes,” my friend answered, “one missionary 
of long experience says that about the only 
difference between these and half of those 
one meets in the streets is that these have 
been caught and the others have not.” The 
Devil has great power in any large, heath- 
en city, even in some that do not claim to 
be heathen. 

No. 5 is the chicken yard of No. 4. The 
eggs and chickens are to sell, being too ex- 
pensive food for the Home folks to eat. 
Each department of the Rescue Home is in- 
dependent of the other. Each has its ma- 
tron, cooking, work, and worship separate. 
Only on Sundays is the worship together, 
when they all, or nearly all, go to the near- 
est church, that of the Oriental Mission. 
That church welcomes them to its services. 


After the chicken yard came the long 
stretch of garden, all of the work of which, 
except the first breaking of the ground, is 
done by the girls. They eat all they pro- 
duce in that industry. 


No. 7 is the Preventive Department and 
home of the superintendent and her assist- 
ant, when she has one, which wasn’t then, 
and isn’t much of the time. The house is 
foreign style, for the foreigner, and Japa- 
nese for the Japanese girls. 


One evening, when I cailed on Miss Pen- 
rod for about an hour, on my way home 
from Tokyo, she had me lead the evening 
prayer service in that department. Our 
Fujino Watanabe, who has been so helpful 
in kindergarten work, both in Utsunomiya 
and Tokyo, came from that home to our 
Girls’ School. Two other girls from there 
were in our school then, and Miss Penrod 
was negotiating for another who has since 
entered, her American educated brother de- 
fraying all her bills. 


No. 8 was the Bakery, in a small room of 
No. 7. Some of the nice-looking products 
of that were on sale for the ladies to take 
home as samples. It has good patronage. 
Like the eggs and the chickens its produces 
are not consumed by the inmates, except 
by the foreign superintendent. and her 
guests. No. 9 is another chicken yard. The 
eggs are hatched in incubators. No. 10 is 
the garden of No. 7. 


When Miss Penrod gave her annual re- 
port to the W. C. T. U., reminding the sis- 
ters that now, as in the days of Jer. 5: 26, 
there are wicked people who lie in wait and 
set traps to catch other people, and then 
told of the past five years of the Rescue 
Home, I saw tears in Japanese eyes. 

Five years ago there were nine inmates, 
now there are fifty-nine. There is a gate- 
keeper and five teachers and matrons. Last 
year nine of the girls were baptized, two 


were married, one died, two ran away, and 
four of the preventive cases (preventing 
their being sold) were put in Christian 
schools. 

In the evening, while the other delegates 
were being given a banquet, I had a quiet 
supper with Miss Penrod, during which we 
exchanged mutual opinions about having no 
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desire for any money raised by fairs, feasts, 
concerts, and such methods, and after which 
we had a little prayer-meeting in which she 
prayed especially that the Rescue Home 
might not become a fashionable fad of those 
not closely following Jesus Christ. 
SusiE V. Fry. 
May 29, 1917, Utsunomiya, Japan. 


* 


REFLECTIONS OF A TRAVELER 


By Himself 


I did not mean to be an eavesdropper— 
that is, at first I did not. I travel much and 
while doing so, write a great deal. The 
movement of the train seems to accelerate 
my thinking. When so employed it is only 
the unusual that disturbs me. 

A short time since I was following my 
usual custom while a passenger on a New 
England train. All at once at a certain 
station a cyclone of feminity of thirty 
whirling units tumbled into the car amid 
a clamor of jumbled comments and literally 
“flopped” into the seats. The remainder of 
the journey the passengers had ample en- 
tertainment, such as it was, for the new ar- 
rivals visited from one end of the car to the 
other with voices which no one could fail 
to hear. The whole proceeding’ was so un- 
usual that I desisted writing and surren- 
dered myself to voluntary observation. 

First, I discovered that these young wom- 
en were just released from a certain young 
ladies’ academy, not under church control. 
They were en route home for summer vaca- 
tion. The fact that they felt it a real re- 
lease and were delighted to be homeward 
bound may have accounted somewhat for 
their abandonment into near boisterousness. 
Perhaps our charity should interpret their 
conduct as abnormal and not customary. 

Their personal appearance excited more 
than passing attention. About one-third of 
them were gentle and refined. Apparently 
they would measure up to the best concep- 
tions of womanliness. My further descrip- 
tions have application only to the remain- 
der. One of these with large tortoise shell 
glasses was usually addressed by the other 
members of the party as “owlie.” Most of 
the hair had a straggled, lose-ended pin- 
needing appearance. The garments com- 
peted with the hair in an effort toward a 
loose, baggy, and careless effect. In almost 
all cases a few inches of skirt extension and 
at least two added buttons at the top of the 
waist would have reduced the impression of 
brazenness. Perhaps some one older was 
responsible for this and the girls should not 
be held culpable for this feature of criti- 
cism. 

In a ride of about two hours and a half, 
half a dozen girls did a little fancy work 
with needles, tatting shuttle, or crochet 
hooks. Others visited, largely about beaux, 
movies, and school pranks. The other pas- 
sengers were not left to surmise the sub- 
jects of conversation. It was amply sten- 
torian to be heard anywhere in the car, ex- 
cept that of one group where two car seats 
were thrown together and four girls were 
on their knees on the seats immediately ad- 
joining, leaning over the shoulders of four 
others. Several times one of them was 
standing on the seat, jumping up and down 


in merriment. This group talked in con- 
fidential tones, punctuating their conversa- 
tion with frequent outbursts of loud laugh- 
ter. Three groups of four each played cards 
a part of the journey. A number of the- 
girls seemed to be supplied with euchre 
decks. Most of them possessed vanity boxes 
with chamois and powder which did not re- 
main long neglected. An especially fasci- 
nating diversion to a few seemed to be 
waving at the soldier boys who were on 
guard at the railroad bridges. 


Meager snatches of conversation here re- 
corded verbatim are illuminating. One girl 
in hunting through her traveling bag laid 
out among other things a Bible. Her seat- 
mate immediately called to another: “Helen, 
here’s the latest.” Helen replied, “What’s 
the latest?” “Why, Margaret is reading 
the Bible.” One young lady who had just 
been graduated, and the graduation flowers 
still clung to her belt, told another that a 
certain place under discussion was “awful- 
ly near.” Some flowers were sighted on a 
hillside as we rode along. One of them re- 
marked: “That’s madora, isn’t it splendid?” 
A stout girl commented, “I’d like to get out 
and roll under it like a cat in catnip.” . To 
this another girl replied in a loud voice, 
“Oh, fatty, you’d ruin the lawn and fright- 
en the little cowsies.” 


I have used more space than I intended. 
My purpose is not to be censorious, but 
philosophical. 

Out of my eavesdropping emerged three 
very serious reflections: 


First, I prefer that my daughter should 
not even know how to read and have refine- 
ment of soul, than to be “educated” like 
this. 


Second, the school in question is occasion- 
ally referred to as a “finishing school.” How 
effectually it accomplishes the “finish” of 
some things. I felt heartsick after reflect- 
ing upon what I had seen, and what after 
the training of an educational institution 
I had not been able to see. 


Third, I am more thankful than ever for 
Elon, Defiance, Union Christian, Palmer, 
Jireh, Starkey, and all other church schools 
because they are different. That which I 
saw and heard to-day is not listed in my 
personal dictionary under the word “edu- 
cation.” 

, a 


There is not a day in which we are not 
learning something, either good or bad. We 
can choose which it shall be. You do not 
want to learn things that make your par- 
ents unhappy and hurt your own souls. 
Then never listen to anything you should 
not want your mother to know.—Selected. 
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THE RED CROSS* 


One cannot speak of the Red Cross with- 
out speaking of war. The Red Cross is a 


child of war. It was born of blood. It has 
on it the smell of powder, and the odor of 
decay. It has always had to do with wounds 
and wrecked bodies. War is the inevitable 
event of human history. Things do not 
happen, they come to pass. Back of the 
present world conflict, back of all human 
events were conditions which made inevit- 
able the things that were and are. War is 
an indescribable experience. It is that con- 
dition of human society which finds a gar- 
den like Eden, and leaves it like Sodom 
and Gomorrah, a desolate and forsaken 
waste. It is that event in human society 
which robs the nation of its youth, bap- 
tizes the world with blood, and fills it with 
the broken-hearted widow and the discon- 
solate orphan. It is what Sherman said it 
was—Hell. General Sherman’s son said 
some time ago, in speaking of the present 
war, that if his father were alive he would, 
in view of the present conflict, apologize to 
hell. But whatever it is, and whatever it 
may cost, it is inevitable; it comes to pass. 
Some time ago a man said to me that if 
the matter of war were left to a vote of the 
common people, there would be no war. I 
asked him if he thought a vote of the com- 
mon people would prevent an epidemic of 
smallpox in the community. I am convinced 
that a vote of the common people would 
keep off an epidemic of smallpox as read- 
ily as it would prevent war. Congress does 
not vote war into existence; its vote is mere- 
ly to recognize that war exists, and to pro- 
vide for it. War comes to pass. In the 
beginning of our own national life the col- 
onists had a right to this fair land; more, 
they were under obligation to cut away the 
forests, subdue the Indian, slay the wild 
beasts, clear the fields, and make possible 
the development of the country. The Indian 
said, “You shall not cut away the forests 
and ruin our hunting grounds.” It was then 
that the law of the “Survival of the Fit- 
test” applied and war with the Indian was 
inevitable. Then England said you may 
clear the fields, and cultivate the soil, and 
develope the country, but you must submit 
to taxation without representation, and the 
colonists must then submit to be ruled with- 
out their consent, or another war was in- 
evitable. Our early struggle was for lib- 
erty, justice, and human equality, and we 
gained it, for which England herself has 
been glad. Since that time we had a little 
brush with Spain, and the mother country 
said to the Powers, you keep your hand off 
my runaway daughter, Columbia, and now 
that the Mother is in the toils of war it is 
right and proper that the daughter go to 
her assistance. Prior to the Civil War 
everything was done that wisdom could sug- 
gest, power execute, or love endure to avert 
the blow. And bear in mind that such ef- 
forts were not confined to the North. Men, 
statesmen, professors, and others in the 
Southland, as well as in the North, did all 
they could to make war impossible, but they 
could not, it was inevitable, blood must be 
shed, and our nation arose from the field of 
strife doubly purified and prepared for her 
place in the sisterhood of States. I do not/ 
know “what precipitated the present inde- 





scribable conflict, but I do know that it is 
not a theory—it is a fact. It is world-wide 
Autocracy against world-wide Democracy. 


Rulers against brotherhood. It is to test 
whether or not an autocrat shall rule, or 
the people be represented in the affairs of 
their government. It must result in the 
final overthrow of militarism and the estab- 
lishment of a democracy that will fill the 
world with a brotherhood that shall endure 
forever. I am glad that as my country had 
to enter the war that she entered it on the 
side of the people, and I predict that “Old 
Glory” will not return from the field of 
blood until the purpose for which she went 
is accomplished—Autocracy overthrown, 
Democracy established, and war an impos- 
sible thing for all time to come. We are 
in the war through two mighty forces—the 
government and the Church, and I am quite 
convinced that the greater of the two is the 
Church. This is the hour of Christianity’s 
supreme test, and if the Church fails in her 
task, she must hereafter forever fail and 
Christianity perish from the earth. The 
Church must not fail, but from her knees 
she must go forth to serve in the name of 
her Master the victims of the battle-field. 
Of course the government has to do with 
the real war side of the situation. The gov- 
ernment must raise and equip the army; 
she must build great battle-ships and fur- 
nish them with seamen; she must run great 
munition plants and furnish missiles of 
death to the waiting soldiers, she must do a 
thousand and one other things of like char- 
acter in order to meet her obligation as a 
government, and hear me when I say, she 
will be true to her task and faithful in all 
her duties to her citizens. The Church is 
in the war to minister to the wounded, to 
serve after the battle, in hospital, in prison 
pen, and in trenches. It is hers to minis- 
ter in the name of the “Prince of Peace” to 
the hungry, the thirsty, the suffering, the 
bleeding, and the dying, and she must be 
faithful to Him who said, “I am among you 
as one that serveth.” The Church is in 
the war through three sources,. the first of 
which is the Army Chaplaincy. I do not 
know what number of chaplains are given 
to a regiment, or corps, but I do know that 
whatever number is required, the Church 
must furnish, and the government must ap- 
point. In every sermon preached, in every 
prayer offered, in every song sung, in every 
comforting, helpful word or deed by the 
chaplain, the Church will be present and 
doing her bit for the cause of justice, lib- 
erty, and human equality. The second great 
source is the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation. This splendid organization is al- 
ready in camp, on battle-field, in hospitay, 
and prison places, and that, too, in the name 
of the Christ and by the authority of the 
government. The third source by which the 
Church is in the war is the Red Cross. I 
said to you in the beginning that the Red 
Cross was born of blood and reared amidst 
the scenes of war. On the 24th day of June, 
1859, the French and the Sardinians on one 
side, and the Austrians on the other, fought 
for sixteen long hours.. The battle is known 
as the battle of Solferino. At the conclu- 
sion of the sixteen hours, thirty-six thou- 
sand men lay dead upon the field. Sixteen 





Jury 6, 1917 


thousand were of the French and Sardinian 
side and twenty thousand of the Austrian 
side. Henri Dunant, a Swiss gentleman, 
being in the vicinity of the battle, went to 
the succor of the thousands that were un- 
attended on the gory field. The horrors of 
the scene so impressed him that he felt com- 
pelled to write an account of it in a booklet 
which he called, “A Souvenir of Solferino.” 
He was invited to lecture before the Society 
of Public Utilities at Geneva. His recital 
of the event so stirred that organiaztion 
that it at once began a movement which re- 
sulted in the Convention at Geneva in 1864. 
By the close of the year twelve governments 
had agreed to articles drawn up by that 
Convention which instituted the Red Cross 
as a neutral force the world over, which 
was to be the arm of mercy in case of war, 
or disaster of other kinds. On August 22, 
1882, the eighteenth anniversary of the Gen- 
eva Convention, the American Branch of 
the Red Cross was organized. James A. 
Garfield, when in the Senate, and President 
Arthur, gave to it their personal and offi- 
cial endorsement and influence, but to Clara 
Barton, more than to any other one person, 
belongs the honor of its early American life 
and service, for, for many years she was its 
inspiration, its heart, and its life. It might 
be well for me to mention that the insignia 
of the Red Cross, namely a red cross upo1 
a white field, was taken from the flag of 
Switzerland where the organization was 
really born. In closing let me call your at- 
tention to the three forms of service, each 
and all of them religious in their way. The 
chaplain is there to do the formal servic: 
of the Church. While he shall do many 
things in a very informal way, yet he will 
preach, and conduct service after the forms 
of the Church which he represents. He will 
have to do very definitely with the religious 
life of the soldier, which is the all impor- 
tant thing, but he must of necessity be the 
chaplain; the army regulations require it 
of him, and he must obey. The Young Men’s 
Christian Association is doing, and will do 
a very definite and particular kind of re- 
ligious work, but it will also look after the 
literature, the books, and the social side 


of the soldier’s life. It will seek to furnish, 
when opportunity affords, and circum- 
stances demand, and do many another thing 
of that character which is vitally necessary 
to the well-being of the man of blood. It 
belongs to the Red Cross to have to do with 
the bodies of men. It must deal with brok- 
en bones, with torn sides, with bloody 
wounds, and mangled bodies; it must come 
with bandage, with medicine, with the cot- 
ton, and with! the seditive, and in the name 
of our common humanity stanch the blood, 
bind up the wound, place the pillow beneath 
the head, bring the cup of cold water, and 
do many other like things which the soldier 
boy greatly needs and appreciates, and 
which can only be done by the Church of 
Jesus Christ, through this strong arm of 
mercy which has been given to her to use. 
I want you, before you make your subscrip- 
tion to the Red Cross Fund, to see a soldier 
boy in the trench. It need not be your boy, 
nor mine. It will be somebody’s boy. See 
him when he falls, watch the blood as it 
spurts from the wound yet hot from the 
shell, see him turn pale, and hear him in 
fevered and quivering words ask for his 
mother, and then look at that dollar you in- 
tend to give, and see if it does not seem 
mighty small, and awfully insignificant, com- 
pared with the sacrifice the boy has made, 
and the task the Red Cross has to meet. 


* Taken from an address by J. 


F. Burnett, at 
Romeo, Michigan, Sunday, June 24. 
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News of General Interest in the Secular World 





The House passed the Level Food 
Control Bill, establishing a food dictator- 
ship and forbidding the use of foodstuffs 
for the manufacture of intoxicants during 
the war, 365 to 5. The bill went to the 
Senate Monday, June 25. 


—tThe Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion approved an increase of fifteen cents a 
ton in freight rates on bituminous coal from 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, West Virginia, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, and Ohio producing 
fields to points east of the Mississippi and 
north of the Ohio River. 


— —Final Liberty Loan tabulations show- 
ed, June 23, that $3,035,226.50 was subscrib- 
ed, nearly fifty-two per cent. more than was 
required. Bonds were bought by more than 
four million persons. All subscribers were 
to make the first-installment payment of 
eighteen per cent. on Thursday, June 28. 


There is a bird in New Zealand call- 
ed the Kiwi-kiwi, which has no wings. It 
needs no wings because it lives on the 
ground and hunts worms by night. It has 
no need of wings to obtain its food, nor to 
escape from enemies on the ground, since 





there are no native mammals except bats in 


New Zealand. . 





Twelve French aviators, all commis- 
sioned officers of the flying corps and the 
majority wearing one or more decorations 
for distinguished service, arrived in New 
York, June 19, to serve as instructors in 
American flying corps now training for duty 
in France. All of the men are direct from 
the front, having received only four days’ 
notice to sail for this country. 


——tThe government will begin this week 
to commandeer neutral ships now under con- 
struction in American yards. About 1,500,- 
000 tons will be obtained in this way. The 
Federal Shipping Board will do the work. 
The question of taking over private Ameri- 
can vessels now on the ways has not been 
settled yet, but is regarded as the next nat- 
ural step. Congress shortly may be asked 
to confer authority on some government 
agency to fix ocean freight rates. 





A pamphlet entitled, “How the War 
Came to America,” and intended as an an- 
swer to the question, “Why Did the United 
States Go to War,” is to be published soon 
by the government’s Committee on Public 
Information. It will be bound in the na- 
tional colors and will contain among other 
things three notable addresses of President 
Wilson. It will be the forerunner of a 
series of “Red, White, and Blue Books,” to 
be put out as the war progresses. The 
pamphlet will be translated into many lan- 
guages and circulated broadcast. 


——aA system of Chinese shorthand has 
been invented by K. V. Dzung, a native of 
Shanghai, according to advices received by 
the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions. 
The system contains thirty-nine signs, of 
which fifteen are vowels and twenty-four 
consonants and these represent every 


Chinese character, while a speed equal to 
that of most English systems can be attain- 





ed. Mr. Dzung says the course can be mas- 
tered as readily as any, and can be used in 
conjunction with the newly-invented Chinese 
typewriter. 





Alfredo Cocchi, the fugitive New York 
motorcycle dealer, abandoned his pretense 
of innocence of the murder of Ruth Cruger 
and confessed his guilt. Jealousy was his 
motive. He was unable, he declared, to win 
her love and became furious when she re- 
buffed his persistent attentions. Such is 
the statement made in Bologna, Italy, June 
23. He then said he was willing to suffer 
any penalty for the murder of the girl. The 
American government will do .all in its 
power to have the murderer extradited to 
the United States in order that justice may 
be done. 


—Quietly, and with very little cere- 
mony, so as to escape practically all but 
official attention, American doctors, nurses, 
and enlisted men have within the last fort- 
night taken over six of the British great 
general field hospitals, releasing the En- 
glish staffs for duty near their front. 
American surgeons have been rendering 
valuable aid also in the forward casualty 
clearing stations during the battle of Mes- 
sines. This has been the quickest organized 
aid the United States has given the British 
army in France, and has been greatly ap- 
preciated. 





The amalgamation of the American 
Clearing-house, one of the chief institutions 
for handling the vast supplies contributed 
by America, with the American Red Cross 
has been decided upon by General Pershing. 
The transfer has already begun and the or- 
ganization of the Clearing-house and ail 
its assets will be in the hands of the Red 
Cross by September 1. The Clearing-house 
has: been the intermediary between 5,000 
societies and contributing individuals in the 
United States and has handled 55,000,000 
frances worth of food and clothing and an- 
other million francs in cash. 


—tThe Holland No. 9, the first success- 
ful submarine commissioned by any govern- 
ment, has been rescued from the scrap-heap 
by the Society for Establishing a Museum 
of the Peaceful Arts, and loaned to the 
Bronx International Exposition, which has 
placed it on exhibition on the exposition site 
at East One Hundred Seventy-seventh 
Street, New York, and the Bronx River. 
When the exposition opens next May, the 
submarine, which is only fifty-seven feet 
long and was launched in 1898, will form 
the centerpiece of a palace of American 
achievement containing examples of Ameri- 
can inventions. 


——tThe police began dealing with the 
suffrage pickets about the White House with 
a firm hand June 2. It was ordered that 
no banners were to be permitted to be dis- 
played and twenty policemen were stationed 
about the White House fence to enforce the 
order. The suffrage sentinels, who called 
themselves “silent sentinels,” have been 
picketed about the White House grounds for 
a number of months to remind the President 
that they are still working for their cause 





and to try to get him to recognize women’s 
rights, as they call them, by giving them 
the right of suffrage. Now, they have be- 
come very annoying and police have been 
ordered to arrest them and stop the prac- 
tice of picketing the White House. Two 
women were arrested on the charge that 
they were blocking traffic and unlawful as- 
semblage. They were released later, but 
no date was set for their trial. 


Recruiting for the rank and file of 
the regiment of foresters is actively under 
way. The enlisted men will be picked 
woodsmen. The regiment will convert avail- 
able timber behind the battle lines in France 
into railroad ties, trench timbers, mine 
props, bridge timbers, lumber, and cord- 
wood needed in the military operations of 
the British army. The work may, it is 
stated, fall within the danger zone and will 
be done largely in sprout forests of oak, 
beech, hornbeam, and other hardwoods, with 
some stands of pine. The timber in France 
is small in comparison with most American 
forests, much of it from eight to twelve 
inches in diameter. These forests resemble 
the woodlots of southern New England, and 
the operations will be similar to portable 
sawmill logging and tie-cutting in Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut, Maryland, and Vir- 
ginia. The larger logs will be sawed into 
boards and dimension material, while the 
smaller trees will be cut into hewn ties, 
poles, props, etc. The closest possible use of 
timber will be required. The French for- 
ests have for many years been managed 
with great care and skill, therefore to have 
the work done right and leave the forests 
in good condition requires skilled workmen. 





In Paris the sewing girls ended a 
strike in their favor. Thousands of “mid- 
inettes,” as they are called, the word mean- 
ing midi, or noon, the hour when they are 
to be seen by twos, threes, and even fours, 
arm in arm, hurrying away from the build- 
ings where they are employed as dress- 
makers, milliners, feather workers, embroid- 
erers, and other workers, and nette, which 
means nothing more than a diminutive that 
fits them quite well, therefore the word 
“midinette” means “little noon girl”—these 
are the girls who earned but thirty to forty 
cents a day sewing in the shops from which 
come the fashions of the world. In these 
buildings are created each season the styles 
that are worn in New York and London— 
even Berlin. They are generally vast and 
always sumptuous with majestic liveried 
porters at the doors and smartly-dressed 
footmen inside. Elegantly-dressed sales- 
women receive customers in show-rooms that 
resemble fashionable salons, with deep, soft 
carpets, antique furniture, princely tapes- 
tries, and rare objects of art. Everything 
in these rooms and in the fitting-rooms sug- 
gest high prices, yet on the other side of 
the partitions that divide the show and 
fitting-rooms from the workshop there were, 
before the strike, girls working ten hours 
to earn the equivalent of thirty cents. Little 
does a woman who pays hundreds of dollars 
for some beautiful gown know how little the 
girl who made it received and hhow much the 
shop owners profited thereby. 














640 


(16) 





President 
REV. F. G. COFFIN, D. D. 
j Albany, New York 
, 
CONFERENCE MEETINGS 
Eastern Virginia (Colored)—Meets at Beth- 
lehem church, Suffolk, Va., Tuesday, No- 
vember 20, at 11:00 a. m.; President, Rev. 
S. A. Howell, 726 19th St., Newport ‘News, 
Va.; Secretary, W. T. Howell, Box 35, Hol- 
land, Va.; Church Clerk, Annie L. Scott, 
Suffolk, Va.; Pastor, Rev. R. R. Gaines, 


Suffolk, Va. 


Mrs. O’Flanagan: “Come here, ye obsti- 
nate young Irish raskil, an’ put yer hat on! 
Shure, if ye hadn’t got one ye’d always be 
wearin’ it, ye’re that contrary!” 


BUYING A SUBSTITUTE 

Bessie had a new dime to invest in ice 
cream soda. 

“Why don’t you give your dime to mis/ 
sions?” said the minister, who was calling. 

“T thought about that,” said Bessie, “but 
I think I’ll buy the ice cream and let the 
druggist give it to the missions.”—The 
Christian Herald. 


A DAY IN THE “WOLVERINE” 


Romeo is one of the many pretty villages 
of Michigan, and does not need to take a 
second place among the prettiest of them 
all. The population is about two thousand 
people, who have all the up-to-date things 
in church, school, home, and municipal life. 
The natural beauty, the fertile fields, and 





Rev. Harry E. WHITE 
Singer Evangelist Pastor 


the open country, each in its way contrib- 
utes to the beauty of this quiet little city 
of the “Wolverine” State. 

The Christian church is among the old- 
est of the religious organizations of the 
community, but is not among the strongest. 
The field is difficult of cultivation, and the 
progress is slow. Rev. Stanton Wait Pot- 
ter is pastor, and has been for the past 
seven and more years. He is doing his best 
to bring the church to see its duty and its 
privilege, as well as its opportunity and 
responsibility. Our people have a distinct 
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Rev. GEORGE BENTON GARNER, D. D., 
Conducting the tent meetings, Romeo 


place in the life of the village, and a very 
definite work to do. It has to do with a 
very important class of people, and is under 
obligation to serve them all. It should be 
said that in all the strenuous efforts made 
by the pastor, his wife is his steady helper, 
who by her pleasant ways and quiet Chris- 
tian life gains access to all hearts and an 
opportunity to serve all classes. 

Rev. Potter conceived the idea that a 
meeting held in a tent would reach a class 
of people who would not attend the services 
in the church. Assuming all financial and 
other obligations and responsibilities, he 
proceeded to carry out his plan. A large 
tent was rented and erected just back of the 
church. It was fitted up with electric lamps 
and other needful things and comfortably 
seated with chairs. Rev. George Benton 
Garner, D. D., of Berkey, Ohio, was engaged 
to conduct services, which began on Thurs- 
day evening, June 21st, and will close Sun- 
day evening, July 1st. Doctor Garner is 
preaching strong Biblical sermons, in which 
he calls the church to live up to its mission 
and its character, and thus set the world a 
worthy example in righteousness. He not 
only calls the church to its duty, but he 
calls the world to repent and turn to God. 
Doctor Garner is logical in his arguments, 
appealing in his exhortations, and persua- 
sive in his manner. Up to the close of the 
Sunday evening service (June 24th) there 
had been no public confessions, but many 
were seriously thinking about the final sur- 
render. 

Rev. Harry E. White has charge of the 
music, and is making a splendid contribu- 
tion to the success of the service. Rev. Mr. 
White is an ordained minister, and at the 
beginning of the conference year will be in 
position to take pastoral care of churches, 
and the ones that secure him will get a 
good preacher, and a very fine singer, as 
well as the service of a consecrated man. 
Those who are interested in securing his 








JULY 5, 1917 


Secretary 
REV. J. F. BURNETT, D. D. 
Dayton, Ohio 


sii ennlasinicall 





service, and who may desire fuller informa- 
tion, should write to Rev. G. B. Garner, 
Berkey, Ohio. 

The writer had the privilege of spending 
Saturday evening, and all day Sunday in 
the village, and participating in the wor- 
ship. The weather conditions were most un- 
favorable, and yet on Sunday evening the 
tent was filled to its capacity, with many 
standing on the outside. 

The Sabbath was devoted by all the 
churches to Red Cross services, and the 
writer had the privilege of addressing 
the audience in the tent on that subject. He 
came away feeling that the work in Romeo 
must not only be sustained, but it must be 
made strong and efficient in all lines of re- 
ligious activities. 


GO AND DO IT 


One day a man asked his friend, “How is 
it that you manage to get through so much 
business and such a variety of work?” “I 
have but one rule,” was the reply, “and 
that is a very simple one: when I have 
anything to do I go and do iit.” 

That is a good rule for boys and girls. 
If, instead of worrying about the difficulty, 





Rev. STANTON WAIT POTTER 
Pastor Romeo Christian Church 


thinking over the inconvenience, sighing 
over labor, they were at once heartily, 
energetically, with a will, to set about the 
task, difficulties would vanish, and the work 
be done.—East and West. 


“Selfishness and: insincerity are faults 
that are far too common in many lives.” 
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Lesson for July 15, 1917 





HEZEKIAH, THE FAITHFUL KING 
2 Chron. 30: 1-13 





Golden Text—He that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a 
rewarder of them that seek after him.— 
Heb. 11: 6. 


Daily Readings 

Monday, July 9—Hezekiah, the Faithful 
King. 2 Chron. 30: 1-9. 

Tuesday, July 10—A Religious Assembly. 
2 Chron. 30: 10-19. 

Wednesday, July 11—A Religious Awak- 
ening. 2 Chron. 30: 20-27. 

Thursday, July 12—A Religious Reform. 
2 Kings 18: 1-8. 

Friday, July 18—God-appointed Rulers. 
Rom. 13: 1-7. 

Saturday, July 14—A Righteous King. 
Ps. 72. 

Sunday, July 15—The Ideal King. 
9: 1-7. 


Isa. 





Introduction 


In this lesson we study Hezekiah’s reign. 
This king was the son and successor of the 
faithless Ahaz, but was himself a faithful 
king who “did that which was right in the 
eyes of Jehovah.” He trusted in Jehovah, 
the God of Israel; so that after him there 
was none like him among all the kings of 
Judah, nor among all them that were before 
him. God was with him in all his dealings; 
and greatly prospered him. When he came 
to the throne he began many reforms. 
There were heathen altars and idolatrous 
worship everywhere in Jerusalem and 
throughout Judah; the temple was closed 
and polluted, the lamps were put out; the 
sacred vessels were removed, and the priests 
and Levites were scattered. Hezekiah direct- 
ed the Levites to cleanse the temple. When 
the work was completed, he reinaugurated 
the temple services with a great dedication 
feast, with its sin-offerings and burnt offer- 
ings, thank-offerings, and peace-offerings. 





Comments 
I. A CALL TO THE PASSOVER. (Vs. 1-12) 


1. Sent to all Israel and Judah—He 
made a general call throughout his entire 
kingdom, so that all the people might join 
in the general reform that he was under- 
taking. Ephraim and Manasseh are men- 
tioned not as tribes, but as representatives 
of Israel. They should come to the house of 
Jehovah at Jerusalem—Hezekiah would 
abolish the local sanctuaries which had been 
established throughout the land and re- 
establish the supreme importance of the 
temple and worship at the divinely-appoint- 
ed place. 

2. In the second month—The regular 
time for keeping the Passover was Nisan, 
corresponding to the month of April in our 
time, but to the first month of the Jewish 
manner of keeping time. There was a pro- 
vision for those who were prevented from 
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keeping the Passover during the first month 
that they might keep it the second. See 
Num. 9:10, 11. 


3. At that time—At the regular time, in 
the first month. Because the priests had 
not sanctified themselves—The time for the 
beginning of the Passover was the four- 
teenth day, but the temple was not cleansed 
until the sixteenth day. 2 Chron. 29: 17. 

Sanctification in the time of Hezekiah 
consisted in certain abstinences, washings, 
and forms; but in the time of Christ under 
the Christian religion it consists in separa- 
tion from evil and dedication unto God on 
the human side, and of the indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit on the divine side. Neither 
in the time cf Hezekiah nor in our day are 
people qualified to offer spiritual sacrifices 
to God until they are partakers of the divine 
grace. 


5. From Beersheba even to Dan—This 
is the common expression for the length of 
the land, but with the places named in re- 
verse order. They had not kept it in great 
numbers in such sort as it is written—The 
law, as written in Exodus 12:6, required 
“the whole assembly of the congregation of 
Israel” to keep the Passover. 

6. The posts—Those who carried mes- 
sages as couriers. Throughout all Israel 
and Judah—There was a general call 
through messages and letters for all the 
people to come and observe the Passover. 
This would tend to unify the people and 
strengthen the nation. Real religion results 
in uniting those who participate in spirit 
and truth in the service. Party lines are 
broken down, the national life is strength- 
ened through the religious spirit in which 
all participate. 

Jehovah, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob—Such a reference is of frequent oc- 
currence in the Old Testament. It serves 
to emphasize the source of the unity of the 
national life in Jehovah and to revive the 
memory of the blessings which Jehovah had 
bestowed upon the great national repre- 
sentatives as a guarantee of His blessings 
for the present. 

7. As ye see—The Assyrian invasion 
was of such recent date that it was large 
in the consciousness of the people and was 
interpreted as a punishment sent upon the 
people for their wickedness, so that he gave 
them up to desolation. 


10. Even unto Zebulun—tThis is not so 
far as Dan on the extreme northern border. 
They laughed them to scorn—Similar treat- 
ment was accorded the messengers sent just 
before the captivity of Judah. It is of fre- 
quent occurrence before the spiritual calam- 
ity of any people. 
of the flood, and has been repeated in every 
generation since. When people take that 
attitude toward religion there is danger to 
the individual or national life. 


12. Came the hand of God—The spirit- 
ual working of God into the hearts of the 
people. The work of God through His 
Spirit is often spoken of as done by the 
“hand” of God. 


13. The feasts of unleaven bread—In 
verse two this feast is called the Passover. 
On the fourteenth, the paschal lamb was 
sacrificed, and from the fourteenth to the 
twenty-first the unleaven bread was eaten; 
both names, “Passover” and “feast of un- 


It was true at the time - 
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leaven bread,” are used interchangeably and 
mean the same feast. 


A MODERN PASSOVER 


In the feast of the Passover, the flight 
of the Israelites, its darkness, its hurry, 
and confusion was acted year by year, as 
in a sacred drama. Night falls; the stars 
come out; the bright maon is in the sky; 
the household gathers round, and then takes 
place the meal, of which every part is mark- 
ed by the almost frantic haste of the first 
celebration, when Pharaoh’s messengers 
were expected every instant to break in 
with the command: “Go you forth from 
among my people.” The guests of each 
household at the moment of the meal rise 
and stand around the table. Their feet, 
usually bare when in the house, are shod as 
for a journey. Each member of the house 
holds a staff, as if for immediate departure; 
the long eastern garments of the men are 
girt up, for the same reason, round their 
loins. The roasted lamb is torn to pieces, 
each snatching in his eager fingers the 
morsel which he might not else have time 
to eat. Not a fragment is left for the 
morning, as if it would find them gone 
and far away. The cakes of bread which 
they break and eat are tasteless for the 
want of leaven, as if there had been no 
leisure to prepare it, and finally the thanks- 
giving for the deliverance is always pre- 
sented.—Stanley, “Jewish Church.” 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 


W. A. Harper, LL. D. - > Secretary 
Elen College, N. C. 


Topic for July 15, 1917 








GOD OUR HELPER 
Psalm 121:1-8 





The Scripture :— 


I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence 
cometh my help. My help cometh from the Lord, 
which made heaven and earth. He will not suffer thy 
foot to be moved: he that keepeth thee will not 
slumber. Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither 
slumber nor sleep. The Lord is thy keeper: the Lord 
is thy shade upon thy right hand. The sun shall not 
smite thee by day, nor the moon by night. The Lord 
shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve 
thy soul. The Lord shall preserve thy going out and 
thy coming in from this time forth, and even for 
evermore. 





The Leader :—What could we do without 
God? Paul said he could do all things 
through Christ who strengthened him. 
When we have God’s help, we are irresist- 


ible. Most people try to get God on their 
side. ‘They should rather aim to get on 
God’s side. Then His help and victory are 


assured. God is our help in every time of 
life—joy, sorrow, success, failure. And the 
happiness of it is that we can always have 
His help. How? Who will tell us? 

Topics for Brief Essays and Addresses: 
—Securing God’s Help; My Experience in 
Trusting Him; Meditation and God’s An- 
swer to Our Perplexity; Prayer and the 
Divine Illumination; Bible Reading and 
Solving Our Difficulties; God’s Help to 
Bible Characters; God’s Help to Secular 


Men of History; My Own Experience. 
Questions for Meditation and Answer in 
Meeting :—Have I ever sought God’s help 
and failed to receive it? Why? What are 
If we 


the conditions of His helping us? 
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do not read the Bible and pray to Him, can 


we expect Him to help us? Should we seek ' 


God’s help in joy as well as in sorrow? 
Why? Is there any satisfaction like that of 
feeling we are on God’s side? What would 
I give for the assurance of His help ever 
present? How can I have it? 


NOTES 


Rev. J. V. Knight, Newport News, Va., 
is one of our most devoted and capable 
Christian Endeavor workers. He made a 
great speech at the Virginia State Conven- 
tion. We are so glad to reproduce it in this 
issue. 

The Virginia Endeavorers decided to 
raise $200 new dollars for missions. One- 
half goes to Porto Rico and the other to the 
North Alabama Mission Board. 

Miss Susie Riddick and Mr. H. S. Hard- 
castle attended the North Carolina State 
Christian Endeavor Convention as delegate 
from Elon. Miss Riddick read a fine paper 
on “Christian Endeavor Essentials.” 


COOPERATIVE EFFICIENCY—SUN- 
DAY-SCHOOL AND CHRISTIAN 
ENDEAVOR 


BY REV. J. V. KNIGHT 


The biggest thing in all the world is the 
Kingdom of Jesus Christ. The business of 
this Kingdom is to evangelize the world. 
If it does the work Jesus mapped out for it 
to do, it must carry the whole gospel to the 
whole world before the Master can return 
a second time without sin unto salvation. 
If the world is to hear the gospel message 
in this, or the next generation, every avail- 
able force of the Kingdom must be placed 
in operation. The kingdom of our Christ is 
broad enough in its scope and large enough 
in its business to employ every talent it has. 
The reason no more of the work has been 
done, is all because the program of the 
Church in the past has been inadequate to 
meet the growing need, and to place in oper- 
ation the latent resources the Church had. 
We have come to realize that every auxil- 
iary of the Church must be in perfect har- 
mony with each other. 

I am asked to speak to you to-day, on 
“Cooperative Efficiency in the Sunday- 
school and Christian Endeavor;” two auxil- 
iaries of the Church that have stood the 
test. The Sunday-school has been called, 
“The teaching force of the Church.” The 
Christian Endeavor has been called, “The 
evangelizing force in the Church.” Speak- 
ing of the Sunday-school, Mr. Oliver says, 
“The purpose of the school is threefold: 
First, Leading Souls to Christ; Second, De- 
veloping Christian Character; Third, 
Training Christian Workers.” 

The first, it has filled with great efficiency 
as seen by the fact that over ninety per 
cent. of the Church membership comes from 
the school. The second, has also been ac- 
complished with great results, but Chris- 
tian Endeavor had to exist to show the 
school how to accomplish the third, as you 
see by the magnificent work it has done 
during the past few years. No organization 
in the history of the Church has been able 
to compete with the work it has done during 
the thirty-five years of its life. 

I look upon the work of the Sunday- 
school as being, “That of going out into the 
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highways and hedges to bring men into the 
kingdom.” Its chief business and marked 
success, has been seen in its most efficient 
work along this line. Then, it must teach 
God’s Word, and in so doing lead its con- 
stituents into the Church where they may 
have a living knowledge of Christ’s work. 
Since this is true, too much emphasis can- 
not be laid upon the efficiency side of the 
work, since its members are one day to be- 
come the Church, and its working force. 
Every phase of the Sunday-school work 
should be so organized and equipped, as to 
lead the student into Christian activity. We 
can see the importance of this work when 
we note that next Sunday, thousands will go 
to Sunday-school and go home before the 
sermon, and in all probability will miss the 
evening service. If the Sunday-school is on 
the job, it must be so efficient as to save the 
soul, and turn this trend of “non church- 
goers,” churchward, for the Kingdom of our 
Christ needs them. 


If we were to have efficiency in the school 
every department should be graded from the 
cradle roll through the adult classes. But 
above all things the teachers of these grades 
should resolve in their own hearts never to 
let a student pass through their grades with- 
out giving them a clear conception of Jesus 
Christ, and an opportunity to make Him 
their personal Savior. There is an efficiency in 
theory, and an efficiency in practice. What 
most of our schools need is a standard of 
efficiency so practical, that the most igno- 
rant student in the school can work under its 
supervision. One great defect in the work 
of the school is, that it does not bind the 
student close enough to the Church. One 
of the greatest points in its standard 
should be that of regular church attendance. 
Then it will not be so difficult for the new 
converts to live a Christian life. 


Yet, when this has been accomplished, 
the work is by no means complete. Leading 
souls to Christ, and developing Christian 
character, are by no means the end we wish 
to reach, but the desired end will be reached 
when we have trained these new converts 
for the most efficient service in the Master’s 
Kingdom. And I am persuaded, that when 
we have reached the desired end, the 
Church will not be judged by the great 
throngs that fill its buildings from Sunday 
to Sunday, but by the real number it has 
turned out, thoroughly equipped for the 
service of the Master. In the city of At- 
lanta, Ga., I am told, there is a _ small 
church. Its walls are dilapidated, its make- 
up is homely, its appearance far from beau- 
tiful, while its membership is far from be- 
ing large; yet, thousands love this little 


- church, all because from its fold have gone, 


one governor, six judges, three foreign mis- 
sionaries, and five Baptist ministers. Great, 
great, great it is, and all because of the 
material that it has turned out during the 
last two centuries. 


While the Sunday-school is the outward 
source of the Church, through which influ- 
ence hundreds are flocking daily into the 
Kingdom, the Christian Endeavor is the in- 
ward force, vitalizing every phase of the 
work, training the undeveloped talent, mold- 
ing Christian character, and giving out to 
the world the strongest, the best equipped, 
and the most energetic, enthusiastic work- 
ers it has ever had. With that God-given 
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motto: “For Christ and the Church,” we 
have undertaken the biggest job that ever 
challenged any organization of the Church. 
I’m no prophet, neither am.I a son of a 
prophet, but I know success is ours, for our 
faith is fixed in Jesus, and we are bound to 
the rock of eternal ages with an anchor that 
cannot be broken; and while the old ship of 
Zion sails the great high seas we shall con- 
quer, and come out more than victorious, be- 
cause our captain, “He knows the way,” the 
sea, and the need of every worker, as well 
as the price we have to pay and the sacrifice 
we are called upon to make. 


True, the work of the Sunday-school and 
Christian Endeavor is inseparably one and 
the same; yet, their work is divided into two 
distinct sections. The former deals with the 
student at the first stage, leading and turn- 
ing him over to the latter for the finishing 
touch to be placed upon him. Think, dear 
Endeavorers, of that great number in your 
church and society who never attempted to 
do any work for the Master before your so- 
ciety existed. Where are they now? Many 
of them are the backbone of your church 
and society. They speak in public, they are 
active in every department of the work. I 
am thinking now of a child I found in my 
own Junior Society, an associate member at 
that time. On her tenth birthday she was 
baptized, and at once became an active mem- 
ber. Now she is active in all departments 
of the work. Her special gift is that of 
speech, having on two occasions delivered 
recitations containing more than seven hun- 
dred words each; but after all the problem 
is not solved, for recently she came to her 
pastor and asked, “What definite work may 
I do for my Master and the Church?” As 
I see it now, it is up to her church and pas- 
tor to give the child something to do, or 
forever lose her from the church and its 
auxiliaries. What is true in this case is 
only one of the thousands of cases before us. 
We must give them something to do, or for- 
ever lose them from the church, Sunday- 
school, and Christian Endeavor work as a 
whole. 


This brings us face to face with the lar- 
ger task of the Church. You who have com- 
pared the efficiency charts of the Sunday- 
school and Christian Endeavor, know that 
each has aimed high. To my mind if each 
will reach its standard of efficiency, the 
Church will have an active working pro- 
gram. This, however, cannot and will not 
be done, until the Sunday-school and Chris- 
tian Endeavor workers cooperate with each 
other in their work, and in planning for the 
future welfare of the Church. The most 
difficult problem our local societies have had 
to solve, has been that of getting the leaders 
of the Sunday-school to see the importance 
of the Christian Endeavor work. Some of 
them have looked upon the Christian En- 
deavor work as a social function for young- 
sters. This they are fast overcoming, all 
because Christian Endeavor has asserted it- 
self, and has proved to be a great factor in 
the work. 

The great need of both Sunday-school ana 
Christian Endeavor is an active cooperation 
between schools and societies, together with 
the denominational, county, State, and na- 
tional boards of each organization. No 
doubt there are those among us who are 
pessimistic on this question, since they know 
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that some of the leading Sunday-school 
workers believe that all this work can be 
done by the Sunday-school, and the expense 
of the Christian Endeavor work saved. 
Therefore, it is up to the Christian Endeav- 
or workers to bring about the spirit of coop- 
eration, and truly we have the reins in our 
hands and the only key to the situation, be- 
cause this is the only organization of the 
Church in existence that is entirely free 
from denominationalism. Shall we suc- 
ceed? A thousand times yes, through the 
spirit of our Christ, and through interces- 
sory prayer we shall win the victory. The 
day is not far when the school and society 
shall be so closely connected, that the work- 
ings of one shall build up the efficiency 
standard of the other. 


Finally, what shall the result be? If I 
am permitted to prophesy I shall judge the 
future by the werk of the past, and in the 
light of the present. We have all felt the 
need of a better program for the work of 
the Church, for its work in the past has 
proved to us that we cannot do the work 
single handed. “United we stand, divided 
we fall,” is written high before us. When 
we view the past we know it has been fine, 
yet far from satisfactory if judged in the 
light of the present, and shows what could 
have been done had every force of the 
church cooperated with each other. When 
we come to the light of the present, we 
know that the great age of stress and 
strain in which we live, has opened a future 
before us heretofore undreamed of, and yet 
it is no dream or vision but hard facts that 
we face. If we enter the thousands of 
doors opened to us by this, the world’s 
greatest war, we shall have to cooperate and 
come to know each other better, and do our 
work in season. While the world call for 
men brings us together under the colors to 
fight for a common cause, and a common 
interest, in which all are interested, we 
must remember, it is the time when the 
Church with all its auxiliaries will be called 
upon to make the greatest sacrifice. While 
we answer the call of our country, remem- 
ber that thousands of these men will be the 
brightest and best of the Sunday-school and 
Christian Endeavor Societies. We must be- 
stir ourselves, and answer the call of 
Church as well as State and give these men 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. If they make 
good soldiers as they are, they will make 
better ones if they are reached with the 
power of Jesus Christ. Indeed the present 
opens to us a field of service wherein all 
may find something to do. If we care for 
the thousands that are now going to the 
front, we shall need the combined forces of 
the Church cooperating with us. 


Then, what of the future? It depends 
altogether on our attitude toward the pres- 
ent. If we enter the doors that are now 
open to us, the future will take care of it- 
self. We, of course, expect other doors to 
open, which they will, and if we grasp the 
opportunity now given to us the future will 
open, like the Red Sea opening for the chil- 
dren of Israel to cross. When we try to 
look out into the future the way seems rug- 
ged and almost closed, but with the cross 
of Jesus Christ before us, and the interest 
of suffering humanity close at heart we 
shall answer the call of the future like 
Christian men and women should, fearing 
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not to lay down our lives for the cause that 
is dearer to our hearts than gold, and when 
the last bugle call has been sounded, and the 
roar of the cannon has ceased, we'll gather 
around a one COMMON ALTAR, and there 
offer our gifts, and crown the Prince of 
Peace, Lord of lords and King of kings. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR AT SPRING- 
BORO, PA. 


The Christian Endeavor Society of the 
Springboro Christian church has had a class 
in Expert Endeavor, with two graduates, 
viz.: Miss Gladys Fuller and Miss Sarah A. 
Chapman. One of the secrets of success in 
life is found in necessary preparation for 
the work to be done. The right preparation 
in Christian Endeavor is a fine thing for the 
young people, as it is at least a step in the 
right direction for a life given to Christian 
service. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Rev. M. T. Merrill = - - 
Dayton, Ohio 





Seeretary 


We still have plenty of the handsome 
foreign mission posters. You can get them 
for the asking. 





We are receiving scattering foreign mis- 
sion offerings. Let them.come. There are 
hundreds of churches that have not yet 
sent foreign offerings. 





We have just had printed a stock of sev- 
eral biographical foreign missionary leaflets, 
including “A Princely Interpreter,” “The 
Loss of All Things,” “Rafael’s Response,” 
and also a leaflet entitled, “Porto Rican 
Folk-Lore.” These are all free. We have 
had in stock for some time two other bio- 
graphical leaflets, “Wonderful Restoration,” 
and “Redeemed Lives in Porto Rico.” The 
Woman’s Board for Foreign Missions has 
also published similar leaflets. There is no 
reason why you cannot make your mission- 
ary meetings interesting by introducing the 
“human element.” 


CONFERENCE MISSION SECRETARIES 


There will be put into your hands a list 
of the churches from which we have‘not yet 
received foreign mission offerings. We 
have always had the cooperation of 
conference mission secretaries, and feel 
sure that you will make an effort to get all 
the churches of your conference to send for- 
eign mission offerings to our treasurer. For 
your help we will be grateful. Urge upon 
the churches the present great need, and the 
unprecedented opportunity. 


WHAT ONE CHINESE MAN DID 


The village of Wang Ching Tao has about 
1,000 homes. Six years ago there were no 
schools or other signs of reform or change. 
Among the few boys who were sent to 
Tientsin for modern education was Chang 
Yueh Chi, the son of the wealthiest man in 
the village. His home was the product of 
the best in Confucian teaching and he start- 
ed on his quest for learning with a de- 
termination to excel. He was not a brilliant 
student, but by faithful work held high 
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place in his class. His force of character 
early made him a leader. He was one of 
the first government school students in 
Tientsin to become a Christian. The ac- 
ceptance of Christianity was no passive 
matter with him. He not only joined the 
Chinese Christian church, but set about to 
do something for his fellow students. He 
started a Bible class, which later developed 
into a student association. He became 
president of this, the first government school 
student association in China. 


He had never met a missionary, aside 
from the secretaries of the Y. M. C. A., 
but he himself became a missionary. He 
led his fellow students to undertake various 
lines of social service, including special 
lectures in the public halls. When he re- 
turned to his home village for his vacation, 
new visions of service came to him and he 
undertook to establish the Kingdom in his 
own home and among the village folk. He 
started a home school for his sisters. He 
rented a hall on a main street for lectures. 
He composed a play, the hero of which, a 
young man, was represented to be facing 
the problems of his life. After raising 
many objections, he was at last led by a 
friend to relate his life to Christ and start 
on the Christian life. The influence of the 
play was strong. His father became a 
Christian. His home became a center for 
inquirers. Schools were started. Some of 
the boys who had been away at school be- 
came teachers. The wealthy men of the 
town united to carry forward the good work. 


Mr. Chang recently had within the walls 
of his home four schools for boys, aggre- 
gating nearly 150 pupils. At the end of the 
last school year he was graduated from the 
Nan Kai Middle School and will remain at 
home until autumn, when he plans to enter 
college. During the half-year at home he 
has undertaken to spend 1,000 hours in 
teaching some of his old playmates, who 
who have not had his advantages. On Sun- 
day, one room of his home ‘is eonverted into 
a chapel, where services are conducted by 
various friends from Tientsin, who are in- 
vited to explain the Christian doctrine. A 
Church Preparatory Society has been or- 
ganized, the members of which are earnest- 
ly studying to fit themselves to be leaders 
in the establishment of a new church. 


All over China the students, who have 
this year for the first time in their lives 
been studying the Bible, are now turning 
from their schools and colleges with a de- 
termination to do something for their 
homes. This is indigenous Christianity. 
These students are sparks whose lives will 
kindle the village and towns of the broad 
republic with the light of life—Foreign 
Mail. 








? 2 ? 
Woman’s Missionary Departm’t 
(Please send items for this department to either 
Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lulu C. Helfenstein, 
Dayton, Ohio.) 





The missionary interests of the Warren 
Christian church have sustained a great 
loss in the death of Mrs. L. L. Simons. She 
was a faithful member of the missionary 
society and a leader in all the mission work 
of the town. A short time before her last 
illness she was planning a special feature 
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for the union missionary meetings that the 
churches of Warren are in the habit of hold- 
ing each year. We shall miss her, but the 
spiritual life of the church is stronger for 
her having lived in it so long. May her 
mantle fall upon her daughter, or some 
other young member of the church. 





The sisterhood of the Warren, Indiana, 
Christian church have sent Mrs. Lelah 
Smith and Mrs. Ruby Lieurance to repre- 
sent them at the mission study conference 
at Winona Lake. 

The Warren, Indiana, Christian church 
held their annual Missionary Cradle Roll 
meeting at the church on Thursday after- 
noon, June 21. 

The entire program was given by the chil- 
dren. Little Mary Louise Sprowl, aged 
seven, led the devotionals by reading the 
twenty-third Psalm and repeating the 
Lord’s Prayer; welcome address, Harrold 
Ervin; song, Rebecca Jane Marshal; recit- 
ing, Dorothy Colbert; missionary play, four 
girls; collecting mite boxes and offering, 
Isabelle Robison and Ruby Brubaker; mus- 
ings of a Hungarian Baby, Pauline Neff; 
song, six girls; closing, Sisterhood. 

After the program, souvenirs from the 
Sendai Orphanage were given to the chil- 
dren by the superintendent, Mrs. J. G. 
Sprowl. Two dollars and fifty cents were 
collected from the Cradle Roll mite boxes 
and fifteen cents dues. Five new members 
were enrolled. Dainty refreshments were 
served. A large and appreciative audience 
went home, feeling that one more point had 
been gained. 





The annual meeting of the Woman’s Mis- 
sionsion Board of the Ontario Christian 
Conference was, we think, the most helpful 
we have had for years. The treasurer’s 
report was the best we have known. The 
funds were raised with much less effort and 
anxiety than usual on the part of the con- 
ference officers. During the year a new 
woman’s local missionary society was or- 
ganized in Newmarket church, and it start- 
ed off splendidly. In the churches where 
there are no missionary societies the Ladies’ 
Aid Societies have done missionary work. 
Our Superintendent of Young People’s 
Work has been able to line up a number 
of Christian Endeavor societies, and organ- 
ized Sunday-school classes for mission study 
and missionary giving. The Y. P. M. C. 
at Oshawa have done good work. Oshawa 
church has supported its own native pastor 
in Japan, and the Oshawa Sunday-school 
sent five dollars to our Conference Woman’s 
Board treasurer, to help support our con- 
ference native pastor, Rev. Takahashi. 

Keswick, after raising two hundred and 
twenty-five dollars for their own “special,” 
sent thirty-seven dollars to help the confer- 
ence work. Drayton Society has done well. 
We have known for years that we were not 
fully supporting Rev. F. Takahashi, and so 
we were glad to send more this year than 
ever before. We were glad also to remem- 
ber “Bishop Cottage.” 

So, in spite of war and its demands for 
extra giving for Red Cross purposes, we 
rejoice that we have been able to increase 
our missionary giving. 

Mrs. GERTRUDE FLETCHER. 
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ATTENTION, LADIES OF EEL RIVER 
CONFERENCE! 


The time for our annual meeting is draw- 
ing near and we greatly desire to make this 
our very best session. Will the ladies in 
every church have their mite-box openings 
in time to send the money with their dele- 
gate to the meeting? If you are not saving 
your money in mite boxes, please send an 
offering by your delegate to help in our 
women’s work. You might ask the Ladies’ 
Aid to make an offering where there is no 
other organization of women in the church, 
or you might get the money from persona! 
gifts; but be sure to send the delegate. Mrs. 
Howsare will be with us and each day she 
will give one hour to the study of some mis- 
sion book and a discussion of our hard 
problems. There is one thing all can do and 
that is pray for our meeting. 

Mrs. G. M. GEPHART, 
President Conference W. B. 


EDUCATION 


THE SECRETARY VISITS JIREH 


It has ever been the desire of the Secre- 
tary to visit the work at Jireh and sec it 
at first hand. That section of the field of 
endeavor of The American Christian Con- 
vention has made its appeal, not by reason 
of the romantic interest it might possess be- 
cause of its remoteness, as often happens, 
but for the belief that the great undevelop- 
ed West is to make its impress for good or 
bad on the nation, in the near future, as in- 
deed it has already begun to do. We only 
need to recall what the last Presidential 
election revealed in transferring the decid- 
ing factor from the Empire State tc the 
Pacific Coast; or that the West is swinging 
the East into the Prohibition column against 
its wishes; or that universal suffrage is 
sweeping from the great western plains to 
the Atlantic Coast. Untrammeled by tra- 
dition, breathing the spirit of freedom of 
its far-flung prairies and uplands it does not 
have to struggle against the disabilities of 
the East. The birth of a new life comes 
easy from its out-of-door life. If it still, 
to some degree, does not seek leadership in 
the intellectual realm, there is at least a 
spirit df eager anticipation and a mental 
receptiveness that augurs well for the fu- 
ture. 





Consider a State the size of Wyoming, 
well able to swallow up New England, with 
lands, which, when brought under a highly- 
developed state of cultivation, will yield 
enormously. We can scarcely think out 
these States in eastern terms. For instance, 
Wyoming contains approximately 7,000 
more square miles of territory than Eng- 
land, Wales, and Scotland.. It is three times 
the size of the Netherlands and Belgium 
combined, and nearly one-half the size of the 
German Empire. At the present time it is 
very sparsely settled; but it is capable of 
holding a larger population than Great 
Britain—over 40,000,000. Impossible, you 
say? Not at all, no more so than lands 
everywhere that are rich in agricultural 
resources and build up large cities. Wyom- 


ing is just on the map, now. Who can tell 
what the next century will bring forth? 
There. it lies, with its 95,000 square miles 
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of territory, dotted here and there with little 
villages, a few larger cities, and its great 
virgin fields as yet practically undeveloped. 
To the question of the Secretary why the 
land owners should possess such large farms 
with so comparatively small herds of cattle 
and so little land under cultivation, the re- 
sponse was made that thirty acres per head 
was reserved for pasturage! What will 
happen with intensive methods of farming, 
is not difficult to foresee. First the develop- 
ment of the land, then larger manufacturies, 
then congested centers, and Wyoming be- 
comes a real power for good or ill in the 
nation. 

What will determine the nature of its in- 
fluence in the future will depend upon the 
degree to which its religious and educa- 
tional life will be developed. Regarding the 
former the very short stay of the Secretary 
scarcely gives him the privilege of speak- 
ing. 

Information furnished by the friends at 
Jireh and such independent investigation as 
he was able to make in conversations with 
citizens from various sections of the State 
seemed to leave the impression that while 
Wyoming possessed comparatively little of 
the flavor of the West of former days, the 
western spirit of freedom and license still 
spoke in unmistakable ways. It would prob- 
ably not be far from the truth to say the 
desire for religious privileges on the part of 
the majority of the people does not rise high. 


As for education, however, the interest is 
very much more general. Jireh is, of course, 
scarcely a normal center, inasmuch as it is 
grouped about the college and most of those 
who live within reasonable distance (ac- 
cepting western calculation) are intimately 
concerned with the future of the college. 
The fact that high schools are springing 
up in the smaller centers is an indication 
of the quickening desire in this direction. 


And Wyoming, great in extent as it is, 
has two colleges! The State University at 
Cheyenne and Jireh College. If it is true, 
and we speak only from the most limited 
knowledge, that religious desire has not been 
greatly developed in the State, it is none the 
less true that there are hundreds of homes 
in the State where the fathers and mothers 
are anxious not only that their sons and 
daughters should have an education, but 
that it should be secured in a safer atmos- 
phere than that afforded by the State 
schools, to attend which the young people 
must leave home, sometimes for long dis- 
tances and periods. Not a few with whom 
I had the privilege of talking made that 
very plain. Jireh College affords such priv- 
ileges. The impression that was left on the 
mind of the Secretary as he talked with 
those he met on the train and elsewhere, 
and the conversation was usually switched 
in this direction, was that they would wel- 
come such an opportunity for sending their 
boys and girls to school. One man said: 
“The town in which I live is not a safe 
place in which to bring up children. We 
tried to clean it up, but did not succeed.” 
Another: “You people did a good thing in 
establishing Jireh College.” Still another: 
“It took courage to establish such a school 
out here;” and so the testimony went on. 

It is a witness to the high state of de- 
velopment to which the transportation sys- 
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tem of this country has arrived that plans 
were made for a service 2,000 miles away, 
and I was able to walk into the service from 
the train ten minutes late. The Secretary 
was priviliged to speak to the assembly on 
Sunday morning and to address the gradu- 
ating class on Tuesday evening, when they 
were granted their diplomas. The presi- 
dent stated at that time the class was the 
largest Jireh had graduated. There were 
eight splendid young men and women. Two 
students, one of them a graduate, had en- 
listed and were to leave for the training- 
camps the next day. 


The illness of President Atkinson pre- 
vented much discussion as to Jireh’s prob- 
lems, her needs, and her opportunities. He 
was able to be at the principal services, but 
was obliged to forego the privilege of de- 
livering the baccalaureate sermon at the 
State University, which he was invited and 
expected to do, the following Sunday. It 
also postponed the meeting of the Official 
Board until later in the month. He was 
privileged, however, to talk with some of 
the members of the Board, and learn from 
them something of the immediate needs. 

President Atkinson is doing an heroic 
work at Jireh. He has remained with the 
work throughout and is investing the best 
of his life in the project. The president is 
nobly seconded by the intelligent coopera- 
tion of his wife and the faithful efforts of 
the other members of the faculty, all of 
whom are earnest, consecrated workers. 

But the future of Jireh will be determined 
by what the denomination gives him to work 
with. If the work is supported as it should 
be and the college properly advertised 
throughout the State, so that the boys and 
girls, especially from the rural homes, re- 
moved from high schools, will be made 
aware of the educational opportunity offer- 
ed, it has a splendid future. The question 
is, How will the denomination respond to 
the appeals made by Dr. Atkinson and his 
associates? The opportunity is there, the 
vision has not been wanting, the workers 
are on the field (the Home Mission Board 
has open doors it has not as yet been able 
to enter), what will the Church do about it? 


During the stay of the Secretary he was 
most. kindly entertained in the home of 
Brother Alexander and his wife. The 
gracious hospitality, and the fellowship of 
those three days will not soon be forgotten. 


ELON NOTES 


ELON COLLEGE, N. C., June 21, 1917. 

The college has undertaken a new publica- 
tion, known as The Elon College News 
Bulletin. It is to be published every week 
in the year and is described by these words 
taken from its front page, “Published to 
further the cause of education, and in the 
interest of the Elon College Extension 
Bureau. The matter in this publication is 
released for publication on receipt. The 
papers who use the matter which it con- 
tains are expected to give credit.” 

The first bulletin had as its leading article 
a discussion of the question, “Shall Learn- 
ing’s Lamp Go Out?” This number also 
-contained some important information in 
regard to the twenty-seventh commencement 
-of the college. 
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The second issue, which has just come 
from the press, discusses, “The South’s 
Greatest Blunder.” Another important dis- 
cussion in this issue is, “How Elon Is Meet- 
ing the High Cost of Living in Relation to 
Higher Education.” “ae 
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Elon is engaged in a desperate campaign 
to defeat the tendency of the “High Cost 
of Living,” as it applies to college life. Last 
year, in spite of the rising market through- 
out the year, the board rates were not 
changed and no announcement has been 
made of an increase next year. 


The college has planted all its farm and 
all available land that could be leased with- 
in easy reach of the college with food 
products and has employed a corps of 
young men anxious to earn their way 
through college to tend the crops. This 
movement is popularly known on the Hill 
as practical patriotism. Several thousand 
cans of various kinds of vegetables and hun- 
dreds of bushels of beans, peas, corn, Irish 
and sweet potatoes, and other edible farm 
products will be stored as against the high 
cost of living for next year. In this way 
the college expects to maintain its former 
reasonable rates for living. 


It is announced at the president’s office 
that the prospect for the coming season is 
quite satisfactory. The members of last 
year’s student body are planning to return, 
except those who have gone to the services 
of Uncle Sam, and the number of new ma- 
triculates is about on-the par with that of 
former years at this season. 


THE CHRISTIAN DIVINITY SCHOOL 
DEAN’S .FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT 


DEFIANCE, O., June 12, 1917. 


The Board of Trustees, 
Christian Divinity School, 
Defiance, Ohao. 

BRETHREN :—In view of the brevity of 
your time and the pressure of other mat- 
ters claiming your attention this report lim- 
its itself to a consideration of the matter 
and the method of education in the Chris- 
tian Divinity School. 


SUBJECT MATTER OF INSTRUCTION 


Your attention is respectfully called to 
the new Divinity School catalog, wherein 
you will find that during the past year cer- 
tain important changes have been made in 
the curricula of studies. The Regular or 
Seminary course in Divinity, providing for 
three years of post-graduate study and lead- 
ing to the degree of Bachelor of Divinity, 
has been strengthened by a few minor 
changes, but remains substantially as it 
was. This is the standard seminary course 
and represents the present ideal of adequate 
ministerial education. It is around this 
course that the Christian Divinity School 
must be built up if it would be most highly 
efficient in the Master’s service earn @ 
worthy place in the sisterhood of theological 
seminaries. It is earnestly hoped that in 
the near future no ministerial student will 
feel adequately prepared for his high call- 
ing who has not had this or a similar course 
in theology. 

But ideal courses require ideal conditions 
and the present conditions are not ideal, as 
may be seen from an educational analysis 
of our Divinity School students. Take, for 
instance, the present enrollment. During 
the year just closing we have had thirty- 
nine students preparing for the ae. 
the mission field, or special religious wo: 
Of these fourteen are classified as prepar- 
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atory students, twenty-four are of college 
rank, and only one is a regular seminary 
student of post-graduate rank. This analy- 
sis is fairly representative of conditions 4 
taining in other years. It seems perfectly 
safe to assume that for several years to 
come not more than five per. cent. of our 
ministerial students will be of post-graduate 
rank. It will be observed, therefore, that 
the Regular or Seminary course in Divinity 
makes full provision for only a small part 
of the students and leaves the great major- 
ity wholly or partially unprovided for. 

To meet the needs of these students two 
additional courses have been provided. For 
students of college rank a full four-year col- 
lege course in divinity has been arranged. 
This course contains all the required work 
of a regular college course and leads to the 
degree, Bachelor of Arts, but it substitutes 
for the college electives studies in theology, 
thus achieving a happy compromise between 
a full college and a full seminary course. 
While this compromise course, like all com- 
promises, is not ideal and in no sense is to 
be taken as equivalent to a full college 
course followed by a full seminary course, it 
has certain distinct advantages over the 
former English Theological course. Among 
these advantages the following may be 
named: 

It leads to a degree, and to definitely rec- 
ognized graduate standing. 

It furnishes an excellent foundation for 
the Regular or Seminary course. 

It admirably meets the needs of majority 
of our ministerial students. 

For those students who have not attained 
college rank, there has been provided a 
special course consisting of History, Eng- 
lish, Bible, Elementary Homiletics, Practi- 
cal Theology, and such studies in the regu- 
lar courses outlined as the student’s matur- 
ity will enable him to pursue with profit. 
This course has not been printed in the 
catalogue for the reason that it must be 
kept flexible to meet the varying needs of 
this class of students. 


THE METHOD OF INSTRUCTION 


Equally with the subject matter of min- 
isterial education the spirit, manner, or 
method ef instruction is of vital impor- 
tance. In fact, conditions may arise where 
the manner of teaching may even more 
important than what is taught. 

The word, method, as here used has no 
reference to the particular mode of class 
room instruction, such as the text-book 
method, the lecture method, the laboratory 
method, ete., which each individual instruc- 
tor must be left free to choose for himself. 
But the term, method, is here used in its 
broad, general sense. It stands for the 
spirit of instruction, the general attitude 
toward the subject matter of education—to- 
ward truth. 


The general method of instruction in a 
theological seminary, for the most part, is 
clearly and logically determined by the re- 
ligious denomination, to which the seminary 
belongs. Thus, a_ theologi seminary, 
whose denomination holds rigidly to a 
clearly-defined creed, will necessarily be 
dogmatic in its general method of i c~ 
tion. Such an institution will naturally 
have little opportunity for the investiga- 
tion of truth. It proceeds upon the assum 
tion that all necessary truth has already 
been determined by those who made the 
creed. Its primary appeal, therefore, is not 
to the reason, but to the memory. Its chief 
aim is not to find truth, but to find creed- 
supporting truth. In other words, loyalty 
to a creed-bound denomination requires 
that its theological seminaries be definitely 
dogmatic in the general spirit of their in- 
struction. : 

Likewise the spirit and general method of 
instruction in the Christian Divinity School 
is primarily determined by the religious 
body which owns it, namely, the Christian 
Church. While the Christian Divinity 
School is grateful for the privilege of num- 
bering among its students, members of 
various denominations, it must hold itself 
primarily responsible to the Christiens, 
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which gave it birth and to which it still 
belongs. 

Now the Christian Church has no defi- 
nitely formulated creed, but holds, instead, 
to certain, generally accepted, fundamental 
principles, which may be stated as follows: 

The Holy Bible is our only creed, our only 
rule of religious faith and practice. 

Jesus Christ is the only head of the 
church. 

The word Christian, being all inclusive 
and non-devisive, is only name for all His 
disciples. 

Christian character is the only final test 
of fellowship. 

Individual interpretation is the right and 
duty of all. 

It will be recognized at once that these 
principles breathe the very spirit of free- 
dom. Upon hearing them given Mr. Roose- 
velt, then President of the United States, 
exclaimed in his characteristic manner, 
“Those are American principles.” Careful 
consideration will show that these princi- 
ples constitute the magna charta of relig- 
ious liberty and the declaration of inde- 
pendence from the bondage of ecclesiasti- 
cism, creed, and tradition. 

This broad religious freedom being the 
dominant spirit of the principles of the 
Christian Church the spirit of the Christian 
Divinity School cannot be otherwise. In 
view of these principles a dogmatic method 
of instruction in the Christian Divinity 
School would be a direct violation of this 
spirit and would be at once inconsistent and 
disloyal. 

It is devoutly believed that these princi- 
ples of religious liberty represent the spirit 
of Jesus Christ, and it becomes the privi- 
lege and the duty of those of us connected 
with the Christian Divinity School to “stand 
fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has 
made us free.” It is, therefore, the task of 
the Christian Divinity School to teach 
Christian liberty. And may I call attention 
to the fact that this duty is not as easy as 
it may seem? Religious liberty like all gen- 
uine freedom means liberty and not license. 
It is constructive—preservative in nature. 
It is made up of two parts which are insep- 
erable. It consists of a right and an obliga- 
tion. Men are quick to claim the right of 
religious liberty, but slow to recognize the 
attending obligation to respect the same re- 
ligious freedom in others. He who insists 
upon the privilege of individual interpreta- 
tion for himself and then denies the same 
privilege to others is frequently unconscious 
of the fact that he is directly violating a 
fundamental principle of the Christian 
Church. 

The general method of education, there- 
fore in the Christian Divinity School, is one 
of investigation—earnest, reverent, thought- 
ful, constructive investigation of the truth. 
It claims the promise of the Master, “If ye 
continue in-my word . . . ye shall know the 
truth and the truth shall make you free.” 
It is the ideal of this method to bring the 
student of open mind face to face with the 
facts of the open Bible which is the great 
source book of religious knowledge and di- 
vine ‘inspiration, and under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit to teach him to build for 
himself a religion and a theology which will 
render him to the highest degree efficient 
in the service of the Master. 

Respectfully submitted, 
GEO. C. ENDERS, Dean. 


WESTERN CHRISTIAN CONVENTION 


The Convention met at Albany, Mo., May 
28 to 31, 1917, and throughout the session 
was under the guidance of its president, Dr. 
D. M. Helfenstein. 

The attendance did not quite reach that 
of last year, but this fact is not a measure 
of the interest shown. We had no new col- 
lege building to dedicate, but we had those 
we have to provide for. Problems that 


growth always brings were ours in in- 
creased number and difficulty owing to the 
abnormal political and business conditions 
of the country. While it was mainly ours 
to second the plans of the College board, 
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we believe some of its work was made easier 
by our prayerful sympathy and consecrated 
interest. 

We did not have Drs. Coffin and Thomas 
nor Rev. Rowe to give us inspiration this 
year, but we had Dr. Burnett than whom 
there is none holds a warmer place in the 
hearts of the Christians of the West. We 
had Dr. Roy Helfenstein, of Urbana, III, 
whom our president is proud to call his 
son, who is already admired by the whole 
Christian Church, and it does not take a 
prophet’s eye to see our admiration in- 
creasing as God leads him to places of in- 
fluence and power amongst us. May God 
keep him as He has prepared him for the 
Christian Church and its mission! 

Dr. Burnett in his convention sermon and 
addresses on such subjects as “The For- 
ward Movement” and “The Christian 
Church,” and Dr. Roy Helfenstein with 
such subjects as “The Message of Modern 
Evangelism” and “Our Denominational 
Identity,” stirred our hearts and left us 
believing that our “Christian Church” not 
only has a place in the sun, but a very large 
place in the Kingdom of God among men 
and in God’s plans for that Kingdom. Were 
our hearts really touched by God? Will we 
do and dare for Christ and the Church and 
our peculiar message for that Church that 
it may reach its full power? Then there 
were our own brethren, Revs. A. D. Mann, 
J. A. Dillon, U. S. Johnson, A. W. Hook, 
F. E. Rockwell, C. G. Nelson, Frederick 
Cooper, and President Watkins, who, with 
our conference president, contributed much 
to the Convention success. 

Rev. F. E. Rockwell, financial secretary 
of the Committee on Evangelism, was able 
to meet with the four Iowa conferences, 
three Kansas conferences, and one Missouri 
conference. This was done only by very 
arduous labor because of conference times 
of meeting being arranged independently 
and not being scheduled. Action was taken 
by the convention looking towards a sched- 
ule of conference dates. He had received in 
offerings $319.63, or $155.48 above his ex- 
penses, which amount was for the Conven- 
tion Evangelistic and Expense Funds. The 
time for this work was given -him by his 
church at Madrid, Iowa, which church was 
voted the thanks of the convention. An out- 
growth of the work of Rev. Rockwell’s com- 
mittee this and former years was the ap- 
pointment of Rev. Frederick Cooper as Con- 
vention Evangelist,-he to give all his time 
to the work. 

Ringing resolutions were adopted on the 
subjects of religious liberty, the support 
of all our interests, approval of The For- 
ward Movement, moral reform: in its bear- 
ings on the Church, its membership and 
ministry, the nation, and the home; also 
appreciation of the work of Palmer College 
and a pledge of loyalty to the plans of its 
Board, and on Christian patriotism. This 
resolution seemed to be so completely in line 
with the thought and spirit of our nation’s 
President, that the secretary was asked to 
send it to him. 


The officers for the next convention year 
are: President, Rev. D. M. Helfenstein, Ori- 
ent, Iowa; Vice-President, Rev. R. L. Hen- 
drickson, Lincoln, Kans.; Secretary, John J. 
Kyle, Perlee, Iowa; Treasurer, E. F. 
Saunders, Montezuma, Iowa; Secretary of 
Missions, Rev. R. G. Nelson, Gresham, Neb.; 
Secretary of Sunday-schools, Rev. U. S. 
Johnson, Martinsburg, Iowa; Secretary of 
Christian Endeavor, Rev. F. E. Rockwell, 
Madrid, Iowa; Secretary of Evangelism, 
Rev. Frederick Cooper, Albany, Mo.; Secre- 
tary of Education, Rev. R. G. Clark, Al- 
bany, Mo.; Secret of Publications, Les- 
ter Vester, Orient, Iowa; Trustee-elect for 
five years, F. N. Slocum, Baring, Mo. 

The devotional element, both in form and 
spirit, was very prominent in our meetings 
and its fruits were seen in the work done. 
May the Father of whom we then thought 
and to whom we then looked move upon us 
through His Spirit to do well the work that 
is ours, now that our third annual session 


is history! 
JOHN J. KYLE, Secretary. 
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HOW WOMEN CAN HELP 


The Unit of the Navy League at Colum- 
bus, Ohio, with Mrs. William G. Deshler as 
its president, is making an ardous effort to 
establish knitting units in all the towns and 
villages of Ohio, for the purpose of knitting 
sleeveless jackets, helmets, scarfs, wristlets 
and mittens for the marines of the Battle- 
ship Ohio, so soon to go into service. 

Each community in the State is asked to 
start knitting at once. It is a simple thing 
to do. Women merely get together and 
knit, or if they prefer, knit alone at home. 
It is not necessary for any but the heads of 
the Units to become members of the Navy 
League at Washington. 


Wool may be bought of S. B. & B. W. 
Fleisher, Corner Eighth and Chestnut Sts., 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Needles may 
be purchased of proper size at almost any 
time at moderate cost. 


If there is a lack of funds to buy wool, 
a good plan has been worked out in some 
places. Begin by raising $10 or $20, send 
to Philadelphia for the wool at cost and 
sell at store prices. Donations are also 
solicited. There is no red tape about it— 
just knit, women. 

Units may be either large or small. No 
definite number is required to form a unit. 
In Columbus the women get together one 
afternoon in each week and knit from 2:00 
till 4:30. They meet in a church and find 
it an inspiration and solace to unite for 
work in the home of prayer. Knitting units, 
besides being practical, arouse patriotism 
and become in every community a benedic- 
tion “where service is itself prayer.” 

Ever faithfully, 
ELIZABETH MEEKER. 


P. S. Pictures and directions for the 
knitting may be had by applying to Mrs. 
Claude Meeker, Chairman Publicity Com- 
mittee of Navy League, Melrose, Bexley, 
Columbus, Ohio. E. M. 


PUBLIC ACTIVITIES OF DR. J. J. 
SUMMERBELL 


Not long since we received from the 
Christian Publishing House a new book en- 
titled “Public Activities of J. J. Summer- 
bell, D. D.,” compiled by his son, Rev. Car- 
lyle Summerbell, with an appendix by Revs. 
S. Q. Helfenstein, H. A. Smith, F. H. Peters, 
O. B. Whitaker, B. F. Vaughan, J. F. Bur- 
nett, H. Crampton, Pres. W. A. Harper, and 
Prof. J. N. Dales. 

The book is well printed and contains 169 
pages. We are much pleased with the work, 
as it places before the reader the noble 
characteristics of the man who was a schol- 
ar, an orator, a publisher, a Scripturist, 
and was unflinching in his efforts to main- 
tain what he understood the Bible to teach. 

We have read the book with much inter- 
est, and commend it to the brotherhood. It 
should be in the library of all our ministers 
as a memento to the man we admire for his 
work’s sake. D. PROSSER. 


DR. BURNETT SAYS: 


Doctor Martyn Summerbell has again 
laid us. under obligation by his splendid 
book, “CHRISTIAN HOME TRAINING.” 
In it he maintains the logical reasoning and 
the reliable conclusions of former produec- 
tions. He deals with a live and important 
subject, and the book should receive the 
reading it so well deserves. It is the ho 
of the writer that the present edition will 
quickly taken, for it merits the most general 
patronage, the most careful reading, and a 
general observance of its teaching. 


There are some men and women in whose 
company we are always at our best. All 
the best stops in our nature are drawn out 
by their intercourse, and we find a music 
in our souls never there before——Henry 
Drummond. 
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NEW ENGLAND LETTER 


Manchester, N. H.—Most encouraging is 
the outlook for the church at Manchester, 
under the leadership of the pastor, Rev. C. 
H. Baldwin. One indication of the church’s 
activity is shown in the following clipping 
from the Manchester Leader: Manchester, 
June 22.—As a sequence to the “rubber” 
contest recently conducted at the Commun- 
ity Christian church between the men and 
women of the parish, a salad supper was 
furnished the men Thursday night at the 
church vestry at the expense of the women 
who lost in the contest. In this contest over 
$70 was collected by the collection and sale 
of rubbers for the church benefit, the men 
gathering in considerably more rubber than 
the women. 





Fall River, Mass.—Miss Alice True, re- 
turned missionary from Japan, spoke on 
Sunday, June 24th, at the Franklin Street 
church in the morning, and at the Bogle 
Street church in the evening. Her addresses 
were much appreciated. July first Miss 
True begins work with a Rescue Mission in 
New Bedford. 





Amesbury, Mass.—Children’s Day was 
observed at the Amesbury church on June 
24th. The annual concert in the evening 
was most successfully carried out under the 
direction of Miss M. A. Litchfield, and an 
offering was received for Home Missions. 
The Christian Endeavorers have fitted up a 
tennis court on the parsonage lawn, which 
is much appreciated by the young people. 





Mirror Lake, N. H.—The Mirror Lake 
church is without a pastor. Though situ- 
ated in the country, the people can provide 
parsonage and a fair salary to a resident 
pastor. Often great opportunities exist in 
rural communities for real Christian serv- 
ice. 





It is our desire to make our New England 
Letter of vital interest to the brotherhood. 
But we cannot succeed without the coop- 
eration of the churches, as our predecessors 
have done, so do we make appeal to our 
New England pastors and church corre- 
spondents for items of real interest, in or- 
der that each week our letter may bring 
couragement and cheer to all. 

ENGLISH. 





Albion, Maine, June 29—Rev. and Mrs. 
Heikes are nearly settled. Mrs. Heikes 
was formerly an Albion resident. Elev- 
en from this town attended the Chris- 
tian Endeavor Union last week at 
Augusta. Last Sunday was to be a special 
service for the order of Masons. On ac- 
count of rain, but few attended. We have 
had several successive rainy Sundays. Next 
Sunday, July 1, is Children’s Day. Callie 
Billings, one of our worthy Christian wom- 
en passed away last week after a long ill- 
ness. She was seventy years of age. The 
District Sunday-school Association met here 
June 16. The program was most interest- 
ing. Rev. W. Wood, State Superintendent 
of the Teacher-Training Department, pre- 
sented that work. Many of the teachers 
have expressed a desire to form a class. The 
Christian Endeavor society meets Sunday 
evening. At present it is the only weekly 
prayer-meeting.—X. Y. Z. 


MASSACHUSETTS 
Hawerhill, June 24—Enclosed program 


ives account of the installation service of 
Brother Easton. At the zoretien follow- 


ing, in the receiving line with Mr. and Mrs. 
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“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; 
and they that turn many te righteousness as the stars forever and ever.” 


Easton were Mr. and Mrs. Edwin L. 
Jaques, and Mr. and Mrs. H. D. Stearns. Mr. 
Easton was presented with a Bible and Mrs. 
Easton received a handsome bouquet of 
roses, both from the Sunday-school of which 
Mr. Jaques is superintendent. The following 
was the order of service: Prelude, Mr. C. 
E. Wildes; Hymn No. 332, Congregation; 
Invocation, Rev. H. William Hook, Grace 
M. E. church; Anthem, Chorus; Scripture 
Reading, Rev. Francis W. Holden, First 
Parish church; Prayer, Rev. Robert Atkin- 
son, First Presbyterian church; Duet; 
Charge to the Church, Rev. Frank H. 
Peters, D. D., North Christian church, New 
Bedford, President N. E. Christian Conven- 
tion; Charge to the Pastor, Rev. Edmund 
D. Webber, D. D., First Baptist church; 
Hymn No. 448; Welcome to the Church, 
Deacon John K. Scrymgeour, Moderator of 
the church; Welcome to the City, Rev. Le- 
roy W. Coons, D. D., First Universalist 
church; Benediction, Rev. Carlton Easton; 
Postlude, Mr. C. E. Wildes. Mr. Easton 
was ordained at his home church in Brock- 
ton, June 12. John K. Scrymgeour, the 
moderator of the church, attended as the 
official representative from the church.—W. 
D. STEARNS. 


ILLINOIS 


Louisville, June 22—Had a_ successful 
meeting at Glenwood. Church had not kept 
house for some time, but the members ral- 
lied fine. They called Sister Florence Scar- 
ber for pastor. A good Sunday-school was 
organized. I left the meeting in the care 
of the pastor and others and I hear of some 
further success. The State Conference at 
Hidalgo has just closed a very spiritual and 
business like session. It was a veritable in- 
spirational occasion. I go to Lewistown and 
to the Western Conference for July.—A. H. 
BENNETT. 


Louisville, June 30—Had a fine run at 
Mt. Zion (Block) over Sunday. This is an 
old church and vigorous under the pastoral 
care of Dr. G. R. Hammond. Had a fine 
time in the home of Rev. Wm. Campbell. 
He is open to calls for pastoral work and is 
worthy. There is still hope for the work 
at Greenup. A cottage prayer-meeting is 
started preparatory to an evangelistic ef- 
fort in August. Rev. I. M. Hoel can be had 
for special meetings the last of July and 
first of August. Had a fine little visit at 
home. Found the work at Louisville quite 
encouraging.—A. H. BENNETT. 


Atwood, June 283—We had a most inspir- 
ing session of the Illinois State Conference 
at Hidalgo, June 20 and 21. The fellowship 
was blessed and the instruction of the kind 
that should make us more efficient workmen 
for our Master. The attendance was the 
most representative of any session yet held. 
Every conference in the State had delegates 
present. All felt that it was to be 
there and went away encoura for a lar- 
ger service and greater cooperation. The 
Hidalgo church and pastor, Bro. Lloyd 
Reich, entertained us most royally.—SImMon 
BENNETT. 


Claremont, June 25—I am just home 
from my appointment at the Freedom 
church. Had splendid services, had preach- 
ing Saturday night, Sunday at eleven 
Caich, and Sunday night had Children’s 
Day program and they did well. The 
elder sisters are to be congratulated for 
their training of the children. Had fine 
inging. They have their new song-books 
a with a little training can make 
music. They have splendid talent there for 
singing. Bro. oa McKinney and wife 
were over from the Wynoose church. Sure- 
ly Bro. R. L. Meredith, their superintendent, 
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is to be honored for his untiring work in 
the school. I go next Saturday to Mt. Olive 
to my appointment. This church is doing 
nicely. Pray for us.—J. A. TRACEY. 


INDIANA 


Mellott, June 10—Our work is progress- 
ing very nicely, under the labor of Rev. W. 
H. Martin. We had 204 in Sunday-school, 
children exercises in the evening. The 
church was beautifully decorated and the 
children did justice to the splendid pro- 
gram which had been prepared and held the 
large audience spellbound for almost one 
hour and a half. The offering amounted 
to $24.00, the largest offering ever taken 
for home missions in the Mellott church.— 
ALICE RICE, Church Clerk. 


Frankfort, June 26—Six persons were 
baptized near Antioch church Saturday, 
June 23; others are expected to follow in 
obedience to this sacramental service soon, 
both at Antioch and Manson. Children’s 
services at Manson Sunday evening, June 
17, were very successful and largely attend- 
ed. Antioch’s annual picnic was held on 
Saturday, June 16. A large attendance was 
present in view of the very busy time among 
farmers. Speakers, additional to the wel- 
come address, were former pastor, C. A. 
Brown, of LaFayette, and Dr. McCarty, of 
Frankfort, who spoke on phases relating to 
the new constitutional convention. The 
funeral of our honored and beloved -brother, 
B. R. Bixler, of Cynthiana, occurred at that 
place recently. It was the writer’s privilege 
to attend and assist in the memorial exer- 
cises, May 30, at Bethsaida, in Posey 
County. We wish to commend the earnest 
labors of Brother Grewer at that place.— 
CLARENCE DEFUR. 


IOWA 


Griswold, June 30—The Griswold Ameri- 
can, of June 28, in reporting the work of 
Rev. John A. Dillon and his Wheelers Grove 
congregation, says: 

At the regular Sunday morning service held at the 
country appointment of Wheeler, ten miles southwest 
of Griswold, Sunday morning, the pastor, Rev. J. A. 
Dillon, made a special appeal in behalf of the Red 
Cross. He gave a powerful talk on the horrors of 
war and the great work that is being done by the 
Red Cross. Rev. Dillon is well posted on this work 
and he gave the people some light on this most im- 
portant branch of the relief of the soldiers who are 
offerins their services, that the great government of 
the United States will be preserved. 

When the pastor had concluded his talk, the matter 
of raising money for this worthy cause was taken 
up and in a very few minutes the sum of $375 was 
raised. This speaks very well of the appointment. 


Glendale, June 26—“The Rural Church 
Problem” is no problem to Rev. Wm. Ber- 
dine, of Ebenezer church, Jefferson County, 
Iowa. Sunday, June 24, was the annual 
Home-coming, which Mr. Berdine has in- 
augurated during his seventeen years of 
pastorate of this church. The day was as 
near a perfect day as is ever seen, and at 
an early hour automobiles began to arrive, 
with those who came from the greatest dis- 
tances—F airfield, a large number from lead- 
ing churches; from Birmingham, Liberty- 
ville, and elsewhere coming first. Sunday- 
school was held as usual, conducted by Sup- 
erintendent Elmer Graves, followed by a 
short sermon by the pastor, on The Fruits 
of the Spirit, followed by the two hours of 
noon intermission. Long tables had been 
prepared and the ladies emptied on these 
tables the contents of heavy baskets, to such 
an extent that there was no sign of short- 
age of food, nor any fear of high cost of 
living, and with trays, cafeteria style, the 
people began to attack the dinner. in- 
ning with the substantials, which included 
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more baked chicken and dressing than could 
be possibly consumed, although some of the 
boys seemed made of India rubber, then 
salads, roast meats, pie, cake, coffee, and an 
oversupply of strawberries, many of which 
must huve gone to waste, notwithstanding 
the four hundred or more men, women, and 
children who sternly resolved that nothing 
should be lost. It may not be out of place 
to say that of the hundred or more city 
people present, not one was heard to com- 
plain of the quality of the food. After din- 
ner it was absolutely necessary to enjoy a 
quiet spell, and then everybody greeted 
everybody, so that in closing the day’s exer- 
cises the pastor said much as we enjoyed 
the songs, speeches, and feast, the social 
hour was best of all. Rev. Henry Phillips 
founded this church upwards of threescore 
years since, he helping to build the original 
frame house, and paying his own salary in 
full. A son, Rev. George Phillips, and wife, 
who ceiebrated their golden wedding years 
ago, were present to grace the festiva!. A 
son of these, who is grandson of the found- 
er of the church, and is himself one of the 
responsible members to-day, and a host of 
little Phillipses give promise that Ebenezer’s 
sun will still grow brighter and brighter. 
It may not be out of place to say that from 
this congregation have gone forth some of 
the most esteemed of Christian ministers: 
David Helfenstein, D. D., of Iowa, and Rev. 
S. Q. Helfenstein, D. D., of Ohio, began 
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Aheir Christian lives here. 
given to singing by a male quartette from 
Fairfield; talks by Mr. Ralph Lamson, E. D. 
Y. Culbertson, H. Heaton, Rev. Mr. Camp- 
bell, Presbyterian pastor of Libertyville, Mr. 
Dillon Turney of Fairfield, in behalf of the 
Red Cross, a lady whistler, a lady reader, 
and a general good time. Rev. Mr. Camp- 
bell said the fact of Mr. Berdine’s pastorate 
of so many years spoke well for him, but 
better for the congregation, for the true 
saying is—like people, like priest. Mr. 
Lamson was sure this home-coming was like 
the good old times when the latch-string was 
always out. Mr. Culbertson, who welcomed 
the people, said this and one other church in 
this county are known very widely as hav- 
ing solved the rural church problem. It is 
not possible to give an idea of the good 
things said and done,.and no doubt every 
one registered a resolution to be present at 
next year’s home-coming.—HIRAM HEATON. 


Afternoon was 
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Change of Address 
Silas Mosteller, New Carlisle, Ind., R. D. 3, Box 17-A. 





INDIANA MIAMI RESERVE CONFERENCE 


Notice is hereby given that the committee appoint- 
ed at the last session of the Indiana Miami Reserve 
Conference to consider changes in the constitution 
will offer a resolution changing several articles of 
said constitution. D. A. Cooke. 
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not well known about the Church that Jesus Christ is building. It does 
not present the position of any denomination, but emphasizes the place, 
function, and force as a leader of Christ’s Church as a divine institution. 
It does treat of local church organizations, officers, privileges, and 
duties; the preacher, his call and commission, qualification, and prep- 
aration; and closes with an article on Sensational Preaching. Contains 
166 pages. Cloth binding. Price $1.00 postpaid. 


Christian Home Training 
BY MARTYN SUMMERBELL, D. D., LL. D. 


In the introduction, Dr. Summerbell says: “There seems to be 
throughout the country an awakening toward the duties of the Chris- 
tian hfe, and a better observance of religious expression in the home. 
The Young People’s Society of Christian Endeavor is moving actively in 
this direction, and this modest volume is a contribution toward these 
aims. 

The author is Superintendent of Rural and Family Religion of the 
Y. P. S. C. E. of the State of New York, and presents his werk under 
following chapter oe: 

1, The Need fer Real Religion; 2, Some Causes of Religious Declen- 
sion; 3, Helpful Secial and Spiritual Forces; 4, The inning of 
Christian Training; 5, The Value of Home Training; 6, Christian 
Home Training. : 

The book contains 72 pages, is bound in dark red cloth, and will be 
sent postpaid at 75c per copy. — 


Evangelism 
BY OLIVER WORDEN POWERS, D. D. 
Will Be Ready Early in July 


This book contains the substance of lectures delivered, by 
at The Seaside Chautauqua, Virginia Beach, Va., and alpe’st 
College; and publication was requested by many hearers. Cy 
tion is by Dr. John MacCalman, who says therein: “I do n 
more helpful book than this little volume.’ 
Emphasis; Message; Spirit; Methods in 90 pages. Cloth-bin 
75c per copy, postpaid. . 
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